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During the reporting period twenty-two target compounds have been
examined, and the preparation of fourteen compounds was completed. Three
of these compounds, ARA ADA, AVS 206, and AVS 360 TH were resynthesized
and submitted twice.

The following compounds were delivered: Ribavirin amidine hydrochloride
(AVS 206; ribavirin methylamidate (AVS 206 AE), acetylarabinoadenine (ARA
ADA); combretastatin (AVS 353); combretastatin acetate (AVS 353 AC); 3-
deazaguanine (AVS 272); 3-deazaguanosine (AVS 215); thiazofurin nitrile
(AVS TFN), and phenanthridone derivatives AVS 360 INT; AVS 360 MA, AVS 360
TM, AVS 360 TA.

The syntheses of the following target compounds remains under investiga-
tion, and their prepa'rations are in progress: 5-Hydroxy-l,2,3-triazole-4-
carboxamide (AVS 94); 5-Hydroxy-l-(P6-D-ribofuranosyl)-1,2,3-triazole-4-
carboxamide (AVS 136); l,2,4-triazole-3-carboxylic acid; 1,2,4-triazole-3-

I,' carboxamide; l-,8-D-ribofuranosyl-1,2,4-triazole-3-carboxylate; phenanthridone
derivatives (AVS 360), prodrug ester and a large-scale preparation of
ribavirin amidine hydrochloride (AVS 206).
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All information in this report is the property of the U.S. Army Medical
Research and Development Command. The contractor retains no copyright or
patent rights.

All target compounds reported herein were prepared in strict compliance
with "Current Good Manufacturing Procedures" (CGMP) guidelines. All inter-
mediates and final products unreported in the chemical literature were
fully characterized by elemental and spectral analyses.
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IIla. CUMULATIVE LIST OF COMPOUNDS COMPLETED AND DELIVERED TO U.S. ARMY
MEDICAL RESARCH INSTITUTE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES (USAMRIID)
JANUARY 17. 1987 To JANUARY 16. 1988

Production
Compound Aon oto o

AVS 206 l-,8-D-Ribofuranosyl-1,2,4-triazole-
3-carboxamidine hydrochloride 70.0 g 1892

AVS 206 1-p-D-Ribofuranosyl-1,2,4-triazole-
3-carboxamidine hydrochloride 410.4 g 1996

AVS 206 AE 1-p-D-Ribofuranosyl-1.2,4-triazole-
3 -methylamidate 1.15 g 2050

ARA ADA 9-(2',3'-Di-O-acetyl-p-D-
ribofuranosyl)adenine 25.5 g 2011

ARA ADA 9-(2',3'-Di-O-acetyl-9-D-
ribofuranosyl)adenine 23.0 g 2090

AVS 353 Combretastatin 9.5 g 1714

AVS 353 AC Combretastatin acetate 1.0 g 1723

AVS 272 3-Deazaguanine 25.3 g 1706

AVS 215 3-Deazaguanosine 24.0 g 1873

AVS TFN Thiazofurin nitrile 380 mg -

AVS INT 4aH-r,1H-trans,1H-Hydroxy-1,9-
methylenedioxy-1,4,4a, l0b-tetrahydro-
6(51I)phenanthridone 220 mg

AVS 360 MA 4aH-r,1H-trans,2H-cis,3H-trans,4H-
trans ,lObH- trans -1,3,4 -Trihydroxy- 2
acetoxy-8,9-methylenedioxy-1,2,3,4,4a,
lOb-hexahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone 1.23 g 1763

AVS 360 TH 4aHi-r,1H-trans,2H-cis,3H-trans,4H-
trans, lObH-trans-1,2,3 .4-Tetrahydroxy-
8 ,9-methylenedioxy-1.2 ,3,4,4a, l0b-
hexahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone 1.5 g 1746

AVS 360 TH 4aH-r,1H-trans,2H-cis,3H-trans,4H-
trans,lObH-trans-1,2,3,4-.Tetrahydroxy-
8,9-methylenedioxy-1,2,3,4,4a,l0b-
hexahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone 4.4 g 2080

AVS 360 TA 4aH-r,1H-trans,2H-cis,3H-trans,4H-
trans,lObH-trans.1,2,3,4-Tetraacetoxy-
8,9-methylenedioxy-1,2 ,3,4,4a,l0b-
hexahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone 1.84 g 1807
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STRUCTURES OF COMPOUNDS SUBMITTED
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IV. PROCEDURES FOR TARGET COMPOUNDS DELIVERED TO USAMRIID

from January 17. 1987 to January 16. 1988

A. 1-B-D-Ribofuranosyl-1.2.4-Triazole-3-carboxamidine hydrochloride. AVS 206

AVS 206 was synthesized according to the following scheme:

N -N

IA 0

Et3 N jPOCt

NH • HCI NEC

A -W-. NHS c- N

NH4CI
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AVS 206

Experimental'

2'3'5'-Tri-O-acetylribavirin (2): A mixture of ribavirin (50 g,
0.2 mol), acetic anhydride (600 mL), and 4,4-dimethylaminopyridine (1 g)
was stirred for 60 hours. Unreacted acetic anhydride was evaporated under
reduced pressure at 40° . The obtained viscous residue was treated with
ethanol (500 mL), and upon evaporation of the solvent the product was
dissolved in cold water. The aqueous phase was extracted with ethyl acetate
(3 x 300 mL). The combined organic layer was dried over sodium sulfate,
and evaporated to give a solid foam which showed as a single spot on TLC.
Yield: 75.8 g (100%).

1-(2.3.5-Tri-O-acetyl-B-D-ribofuranosyl)-l.2.4-triazole-3-carbontrile
Q): Tri-O-acetylribavirin a (74 g, 0.2 mol) and triethylamine (411 mL,
2.9 mol) were dissolved in chloroform (1200 mL) and cooled to 00. Phos-
phorous oxychloride (52 mL, 0.55 mol) was added dropwise over a period of
30 minutes. The reaction mixture was kept at 0* for another 30 minutes,
then the ice bath was removed and the reaction was stirred at room temper-
ature for 3 hours. The solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure,
then the residue was dissolved in ethyl acetate (1500 mL). The ethyl
acetate solution was washed with water (2 x 500 mL) and with saturated
sodium bicarbonate solution. The aqueous washings were combined and ex-
tracted with ethyl acetate (200 mL), the combined organic layers were
dried over sodium sulfate, and treated with charcoal at room temperature.
After filtering through a Celite bed the filtrate was evaporated to dryness
to yield a colored syrup. The syrup was dissolved in dichloromethane
(300 ml.) then the solution was passed through a short column packed with
silica gel, and eluted with ethyl acetate/dichloromethane 4:1 (500 mL).
After evaporation of the solvent a white, crystalline material was obtained
which was homogeneous on TLC. Yield: 48.2 g (68%) m.p. 96-98°; lit. 96-97°.

1-B-D-Ribofuranosyl-l.2.4-triazole-3-carboxamidine hydrochloride
(4)1: A mixture of the cyanotriazole derivative .1 (47.6 g, 0.135 mol),
ammonium chloride (7.3 g, 0.137 mol) and anhydrous liquid ammonia (1000 mL)
was kept in a sealed steel bomb at 90' for eighteen hours. Subsequently,
the ammonia was allowed to evaporate during a twelve hour period. The
residue was dissolved in ethanol (1600 mL), treated with charcoal, an4

filtered through a Celite bed. The ethanolic solution was concentrated tu
about 400 mL when the product started to crystallize. After filtration
the mother liquor was concentrated to about 150 mL when a second crop was
obtained. The first and second precipitate were found to be identical and
they were combined, washed with ethanol and ether (100 mL) to give a total
yield of 29.3 g (78%) m.p. 179-180"; lit. 177-1790.
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B. 1-5-D-Ribofuranosyl-1.2.4-Triazole-3-carboxanidine hydrochloride. AVS 206

AVS 206 was synthesized according to the following scheme:

0 0
NH2  I I II

NH NQ~ \0I- N
I ~ COOH H20 )Ca2

HNCL H2 LU3 + I /, \ N______
ICOOH AK NH, 2)CHOH
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NH1
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AVS 206

Zzx~rimna 2 ..4

5-Amino-l.2.4-triazole-3-carboxylic acidl (a): Oxalic acid (11.2 Kg,
123.6 mol) was dissolved in water (255 L). While stirring aminoguanidine
bicarbonate (10.5 Kg, 77.14 mol) is added portionwise. The reaction mixture
is heated to 85", and kept at 85-92" for eight hours. Upon cooling to
about 70' a solution of sodium hydroxide (13.25 Kg, 50% in 10 L water ) is
added, then the reaction batck is reheated and kept at reflux for 90 minutes.
After cooling overnight the turbid solution is filtered. The filtrate is
neutralized with hydrochloric acid (4.5 L) and the resulting precipitate
is collected by filtration. The product is dried at 55o while under aspi-
rator vacuum (3 days). The product is used in the next step without further
purification.

Yield: 8.81 Kg (89%); m.p. 243' (lit. 242-244')

1.2.4-Triazole-3-carboxylic acid2  (4): 5-Amino-l,2,4-triazole-3-
carboxylic acid (1.4 Kg, 10.92 mol) is dissolved in hot hydrochloric acid
(3.4 L conc. HC and 8.4 L water). After cooling to 5"C a sodium nitrite
solution (1.160 Kg sodium nitrite in 2.6 L water) is slowly added while
maintaining the temperature below 10' by cooling in an ice bath. The
precipitated diazo salt is collected by filtration and the filter cake is
pressed dry without letting it go to complete dryness.

Caution: the dry diazocompound is explosive and it detonates violently
when submitted to heat or friction.

A small amount of the moist diazonium salt is added to methanol (6 L
at 35'), and upon initiation of the decomposition reaction strong cooling
in an ice bath was required while maintaining the reaction in balance by
adding small amounts of the diazonium salt. Upon completion the precipitated
deamination product is collected by filtration and dried. Yield: 394 g
m.p. 125-126'. This product is pure enough to be used in the subsequent
esterification step.

Methyl-1.2.4-triazole-3-carboxvlate2 (5): To a suspension of 1,2,4-
triazole-3-carboxylic acid (2.125 Kg, 18.77 mol) in methanol (12 L) hydro-
chloric acid gas is injected while maintaining the temperature below 20'
with cooling. After gas saturation the obtained solution is left at room
temperature for five days. After that time the precipitated hydrochloride
salt is collected by filtration, and dried, then added to water (4 L) for
hydrolysis. The methyl ester is filtered and dried. The crude material
is recrystallized from boiling water (8 L)" to give purified crystalline
methyl- 1,2,4-triazole-3-carboxylate.

Total Yield: 1247 g m.p. 198-199" (lit. 198')

11



AVS 206

Methvl-l-(2.3.5-tri-O-acetyl--D-ribofuranosyl)-l.2.4-trazole-3-
carboxvlatel (2): Methyl-l,2,4-triazole-3-carboxylate (127 g, 1 mol) and
1,2,3,5-tetra-0-acetyl-l-D-ribose (318 g, I mol) are mixed thoroughly and
placed in a three-neck flask equipped with a mechanical stirrer, thermometer,
and take-off condenser. The flask is immersed in an oil bath preheated to
165 ° . After the sugar derivative has melted bis-p-nitrophenylphosphate
(2.5 g) is added. After stirring for 5 minutes the pressure in the reaction
apparatus is reduced and the generated acetic acid distills off. After 30
minutes the oil bath is removed, and the reaction mixture is left to cool

, -. to 50-60".

The highly viscous, dark reaction mass is slowly poured into cold
methanol (1.2 L) while stirring, and the product starts to crystallize.

Seven such fusion reactions are performed, and the combined batches are
washed with methanol to give a total of 2.2 Kg (yield 61%) of methyl-l-
(2,3,5-tri-O-acetyl-g-D-ribofuranosyl)-l,2,4-triazole-3-carboxylate. M.P.
104-105" (lit. 107-109'). Thin layer chromatography indicates that the
product is almost exclusively the £-isomer.

l-g-D-Ribofuranosyl-1.2.4-triazole-3-carboxamide (Ribavirin)3. (1):
Methanol (22 L) is placed in a stainless steel reactor and cooled to -10'
by circulating alcohol at -40* through the reactor jacket. Liquid ammonia
(4 L) is added to the cold methanol and the powdered acetylnucleoside 2
(2.24 Kg) is added in small portions. Upon completion of the addition the
vessel is sealed air-tight, and the content is allowed to warm up to room
temperature. After two days the vessel is slowly vented and the contents
is heated to 35-40', then filtered through a filter pad. The filtrate is
concentrated under reduced pressure, and the precipitated solid is collected
by filtration to yield 1130 g of crude ribavirin.

From the first and second mother liquor more product is obtained.
Upon recrystallization from hot methanol-water 3:1 (13 L) a total yield of
1283 g (88%) is obtained. m.p. 166-1670 (lit. 166-168').

Elemental analysis, thin layer chromatography, and spectral characteris-
*tics confirm that the obtained product is the pure A-isomer of l-D-ribo-

furanosyl-l,2,4-triazole-3-carboxamide (Ribavirin).

l-(2.3.5-Tri-O-acetyl-B-D-ribofuranosvyl)-.2.4-triazole-3-carbonitrile
(I0)': A mixture of ribavirin (700 g, 2.8 mol), acetic anhydride (6 L),
and 4,4 -dimethylaminopyridine (14 g) is stirred for 60 hours. Unreacted
acetic anhydride is evaporated under reduced pressure at 40'. The obtained
viscous residue is treated with ethanol (500 mL), and upon evaporation of
the solvent the product is dissolved in cold water (5 L). The aqueous
phase is extracted with dichloromethane (3 x 2 L) and after drying, more
dichloromethane (4 L) and triethylamine (5.7 L, 20.6 mol) are added to the
tri-O-acetylribavirin solution. After cooling the solution to 5' phos-
phorous oxychloride (730 mL, 7.72 mol) is added dropwise over a 50 minute
period, maintaining the temperature below 8'. The mixture is allowed to
warm to room temperature (1 hour) with additional stirring for 2 hours.

12



AVS 206

Ice water (5 L) and additional dichloromethane (5 L) are added, the
layers are separated, and the organic layer is washed with water (2 L),
dilute acetic acid (200 mL glacial acetic acid in 1800 mL water), and
bicarbonate solution (100 g in 2 L water) to obtain pH 6 of the aqueous
phase. The organic layer is dried, evaporated and the syrupy residue is
dissolved in warm methanol (700 mL). The crystals that separate are col-
lected by filtration to yield 500 g of the nitrile compound. The mother
liquor is subjected to column chromatography on silica gel, first with
dichloromethane, then with dichloromethane/acetone 4:1 as the eluant.
After using the solvent mixture (25 L) another crop (130 g) is obtained
upon evaporation of the solvent. Yield 624 g m.p. 95-97". Lit 96-970.

1-B-D-Ribofuranosl-l.2.4-triazole-3-carboxamidine hydrochloride
(11)4: A mixture of the cyanotriazole derivative IQ (124 g, 0.35 mol),
ammonium chloride (19.1 g, 0.35 mol) and anhydrous liquid ammonia (1.2 L)
are kept in a sealed steel bomb at 80-90* for 24 hours. Upon cooling the
ammonia is allowed to evaporate during a 12 hour period. The oily residue
is dissolved in methanol (1.9 L), heated to reflux while treated with
charcoal, and filtered through a Celite bed. After cooling to 0* some
material crystallizes, yielding 52.4 g of pure end product upon filtration.
The mother liquor is concentrated to 700 mL, cooled, and a second crop is
obtained (23.0 g). Further concentration of the mother liquor to 200 mL
produces a third crop (7.5 g) which is combined with other impure material
for further purification. Combining several individual crops followed by
recrystallization produces a total of 412 g (85%) of analytically pure
carboxamide hydrochloride i.

1
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C. 1-Bi-D-Ribofuranosyl-1.2.4-triazo-le-3-methylamidate. AVS 206 AE

AVS 206 AE was synthesized according to the following scheme:

0 0

ACED

PC C

IN H Resin P

CD.PC

4 3

AVS-206 RE
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AVS 206 AE

Experimental

1- (2.3. 5-Tri-O-acetvl-B-D-ribofurenosyl) -1.2 .4-triazole-3-carbontrile
(Q): A mixture of ribavirin (50 g, 0.2 mol), acetic anhydride (600 ml.),
and 4,4-dimethylaminopyridine (1 g) is stirred for 60 hours. Unreacted
acetic anhydride is evaporated under reduced pressure at 400. The obtained
viscous residue is treated with ethanol (500 mL), and upon evaporation of
the solvent the product is dissolved in cold water. The aqueous phase is
extracted with ethyl acetate (3 x 300 ml.). The combined organic layer is
dried over sodium sulfate, and evaporated to give a solid foam which shows
as a single spot on TLC.

Without further purification the obtained acetyl ribavirin (74 g, 0.2
mol) is combined with triethylamine (411 mL, 2.9 mol) and dissolved in
chloroform (1200 ml.) while cooling the solution to 0". Phosphorous oxy-
chloride (52 mL, 0.55 mol) is added dropwise over a period of 30 minutes.
The reaction mixture is kept at 0* for another 30 minutes, then the ice
bath is removed and the reaction is stirred at room temperature for 3
hours. The solvent is evaporated under reduced pressure, then the residue
is dissolved in ethyl acetate (1500 mL). The ethyl acetate solution is
washed with water (2 x 500 mL) and with saturated sodium bicarbonate solu-
tion. The aqueous washings are combined and extracted with ethyl acetate
(200 mL), the combined organic layers are dried over sodium sulfate, and
treated with charcoal at room temperature. After filtering through a

V Celite bed the filtrate is evaporated to dryness to yield a colored syrup.
The syrup is dissolved in dichloromethane (300 mL) then the solution is
passed through a short column packed with silica gel, and eluted with
ethyl acetate/dichloromethane 4:1 (500 ml.). After evaporation of the solvent
a white, crystalline material is obtained which is homogeneous on TLC.
Yield: 48.2 g (68%) m.p. 96-98*; lit. 96-97*.

1-B-D-Ribofuranosyl-l.2.4-triazole-3-methylamidate (4): Cyano compound
(3.5 g, 10 mmol) is dissolved in methanol (50 mL), then sodium methoxide

(50 mg) is added to adjust the pH to 9.5. The reaction mixture is stirred
for 45 minutes, then it is neutralized with ion exchange resin H+ - form.
After filtration the solvent is evaporated under reduced pressure, and the
residue is recrystallized from methanol/ether to yield the pure imino
ether 4; yield 1.4 g (54%), m.p. 141-142".
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D. 9-(2' .3 '-Di-O-acetyl-B-D-arabinofuranosvl)adenine. ARA ADA

ARA ADA was synthesized according to the following scheme:

NH.

1 2

NHI  
NHI AC.

C 
AC

' 4 3

RRR-RDA
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ARA ADA

Exverimental6

9-f5'-O-(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)-B-D-arabinofuranosyll-adenine (2): To
a stirred suspension of dry 9-p-D-arabinofuranosyl adenine (26.7 g, 0.1
mol) in dimethyl formamide (500 mL) is added imidazole (16.3 g, 0.24 mol),
followed by the addition of t-butyldimethylsilyl chloride (18.1 g, 0.12
mol). The reaction mixture is stirred for 20 hours maintaining anhydrous
conditions, then the solvent is removed by distillation under reduced
pressure. The residue is treated with ethyl acetate (500 mL); the organic
layer is washed with water, dried and evaporated. The obtained syrup is
dissolved in chloroform (240 mL), the solution is warmed and hexane (200
mL) is added to give a turbid solution. After cooling to room temperature
the obtained crystals are collected by filtration to give 33 g of 2. m.p.
157-158".

9-(2'.3'-Di-O-acetyl-B-D-arabinofuranosyl)adenne (4): Acetic anhydride
(12.7 mL, 0.125 mol) is added dropwise to a stirred suspension of 9-[5'-O-
(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-p-D-arabinofuranosyl]adenine (22.8 g, 0.06 mol) in
pyridine (300 mL) at 0". The mixture is stirred an additional 48 hours,
when TLC indicates completion. Excess acetic anhydride is deactivated by
adding a few milliliters of water, the solvent is evaporated under reduced
pressure and the obtained syrup is dissolved in dichloromethane (500 mL).
The organic layer is washed with water (2 x 100 mL), saturated sodium
bicarbonate solution (100 mL) and water (100 ml.). After drying over sodium

.sulfate the solvent is evaporated to leave 25.5 g of I as a solid foam.
The solid is dissolved in a mixture of acetic acid (250 mL), tetrahydrofuran
(100 mL) and water (100 mL) at 40" and stirred for 48 hours to remove the
t-butyldimethylsilyl group. The solvent is evaporated and the resulting
crude product is purified on a silica gel column, using dichloromethane-
methanol 20:1 as the eluant. After evaporating the fractions containing
diacetylarabino adenine the obtained solid is recrystallized from acetone
to yield 10.5 g (43%) of pure product A. m.p. 171-173" (literature m.p.
138-139 ° for product that contained 0.2 mol water of crystallization).

Remark: Special care has to be taken during preparation and recrystal-
lization of 2',3'-diacetylarabino adenine, since the compound readily
rearranges to form the 5'-acetyl derivative by migration of the acetyl

* group attached to the 2' or 3' secondary alcoholic group to give the ther-
modynamically favored 5' primary alcohol esterification. Such migration
can be greatly minimized by working in acetic acid as the medium during
removal of the 5'-silyl group. Attempts are being made to recover expensive
Ara-A as the starting material by deblocking the side product, 3',5'-diaceryl
Ara-A.

17V



E. 9-(2' .3'-Di-O-acetyl-B-D-arabinofuranosyl)adenine. ARA ADA

ARA ADA vas synthesized according to the following scheme:

NN' 4  NIH 3

4.J?

1 21

NH NHI

PC ON

AAc

4 3

ARA-ADA
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ARA ADA

9-[5'-O-(t-Butvldimethylsilyl)-B-D-arabinofuranosyll-adenine (,): To
a stirred suspension of dry 9-p-D-arabinofuranosyl adenine (26.7 g, 0.1 mol)
in dimethyl formamide (500 mL) is added imidazole (16.3 g, 0.24 mol),

followed by the addition of t-butyldimethylsilyl chloride (18.1 g, 0.12
mol). The reaction mixture is stirred for 20 hours maintaining anhydrous
conditions, then the solvent is removed by distillation under reduced
pressure. The residue is treated with ethyl acetate (500 mL); the organic
layer is washed with water, dried and evaporated. The obtained syrup is
dissolved in chloroform (240 mL), the solution is warmed and hexane (200
mL) is added to give a turbid solution. After cooling to room temperature

the obtained crystals are collected by filtration to give 33 g of 2. m.p.
157-158".

9-(2'.3'-Di-O-acetyl-B-D-arabinofuranosyl)adenine (L): Acetic anhydride
(12.7 mL, 0.125 mol) is added dropwise to a stirred suspension of 9-[5'-O-
(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-p-D-arabinofuranosyl]adenine (22.8 g, 0.06 mol) in
pyridine (300 mL) at 0*. The mixture is stirred an additional 48 hours,
when TLC indicates completion. Excess acetic anhydride is deactivated by
adding a few milliliters of water, the solvent is evaporated under reduced
pressure and the obtained syrup is dissolved in dichloromethane (500 mL).
The organic layer is washed with water (2 x 100 mL), saturated sodium
bicarbonate solution (100 mL) and water (100 mL). After drying over sodium
sulfate the solvent is evaporated to leave 25.5 g of I as a solid foam.
The solid is dissolved in a mixture of acetic acid (250 mL), tetrahydrofuran
(100 mL) and water (100 mL) at 40 ° and stirred for 48 hours to remove the
t-butyldimethylsilyl group. The solvent is evaporated and the resulting

crude product is purified on a silica gel column, using dichloromethane-
methanol 20:1 as the eluant. After evaporating the fractions containing
diacetylarabino adenine the obtained solid is recrystallized from acetone
to yield 10.5 g (43%) of pure product _. m.p. 171-173" (literature m.p.
138-139* for product that contained 0.2 mol water of crystallization).

Starting with 50 g arabinoadenosine and following the same procedure,
24.0 g of final product had been submitted.0

"'s

.'j
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F. Combretastatin. AVS 353

AVS 353 was synthesized according to the following scheme:

NO 0 1) T8DMS -CI TSDMSO
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AVS 353

3- r (t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxyl-4-methoxybenzaldehyde (a) : Isovanillin
(1) (99.8 g, 0.656 mol) is dissolved in dimethylformamide (900 mL). After
cooling the solution in an ice bath, t-butyldimethylsilyl chloride (117 g,
0.776 ool) is added, the ice bath is removed, and the reaction mixture is
stirred for one hour, when thin layer chromatography indicates completion
(silica gel; hexane-acetone 4:1). Water (100 mL) is added while stirring
is continued, and after 10 minutes sodium bicarbonate solution (30 g sodium
bicarbonate in 700 mL water) and ether (1200 mL) are added. The layers
are separated, the aqueous layer is washed with ether (2 x 500 mL), and the
combined ether layers are washed with brine (600 mL) and water (500 mL).
The ether phase is dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and upon evaporation
of the ether 174 g (99.7%) of product I is obtained. The product is homo-
geneous by thin layer chromatography; single spot at Rf 0.55, hexane-acetone
4:1.

3-[(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxyv-4-methoxybenzvl alcohol (4): 3-[(t-
Butyldimethylsilyl)oxy]-4-methoxybenzaldehyde (Q) (172 g, 0.647 mol) is
dissolved in ethanol (1700 mL) and the solution is cooled in an ice bath.
Sodium borohydride (27.0 g, 0.71 mol) is added in one portion, the ice
bath is removed, and after stirring for 20 minutes thin layer chromatog-
raphy indicates completion of reduction. Water (200 mL) is added and the
volume is reduced to about 800 mL by distillation under diminished pressure.
After adding 2 N sodium hydroxide solution (240 mL) the resulting layers
are separated and the organic layer is dissolved in ether (800 mL.). The
ether layer is washed with water (2 x 250 mL), dried over anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated to leave the benzyl alcohol derivative . as a viscous
liquid. Yield 116.9 g (67.4%).

5- r (t-Butyldimethylsilyl~oxy - (+) -combretastatin (Z): Under argon atmo-
sphere chlorotrimethylsilane (10.0 mL, 79 mmol) is added to a vigorously
stirred suspension of lithium bromide (6.0 g, 69 mmol) in acetonitrile (70
mL). Benzyl alcohol _4 (8.0 g, 30 mmol) in acetonitrile (30 mL) is added
and the reaction mixture is stirred for one hour. Completion of the reaction
is indicated by a single spot at Rf 0.8 in Its thin layer chromatogram
(silica gel; hexane/acetone 4:1). Ether (150 mL) is added and the solution
is washed with water (2 x 30 mL), sodium bicarbonate 2% solution (100 mL),
sodium hydroxide 5% (100 mL) and water (2 x 50 mL). The organic phase is
dried over sodium sulfate and the solvent is evaporated under reduced
pressure at room temperature to leave 3[(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-4-methoxy-
benzylbromide (5) as an oil. Intermediate 5 is immediately dissolved in
tetrahydrofuran (80 ml.) together with 3,4,5-trimethoxybenzaldehyde (A)
(2.2 g, 11 mol). This solution is added to" lithium shot 0.8 g, 115 mmol)

9 in tetrahydrofuran (.60 mL) over a 15 minute period.

we
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AVS 353

After agitation with ultrasound in a sonicator the reaction reaches
completion after 3 hours. The excess lithium metal is removed by filtration,
and upon evaporation of the filtrate a viscous oil is obtained, consisting
mainly of silylated combretastatin 2. Chromatographic purification on a
silica gel column (200 g silica gel; first with 4 L hexane/ethyl acetate
4:1; then with 1 L hexane/ethyl acetate 3:1) leaves 2.2 g of Z as a yellow,
viscous oil. This product is used in the final step without further
purification.

(+)-Combretastatin (1): Silyl ether Z (6.8 g) is dissolved in dry
tetrahydrofuran (120 mL), and during a 10 minute period tetrabutylammonium
fluoride solution 1 molar in tetrahydrofuran (55 mL) is added. After an
additional 10 minute reaction period the desilylation of 2 is complete,
and the tetrahydrofuran is evaporated under reduced pressure. To the
residue is added water (40 mL), the aqueous phase is extracted with ether
(5 x 100 mL), the combined ether layers are dried and evaporated to leave
4.5 g of crude (±) Combretastatin (f). Combined batches of crude combretas-
tatin (12.8 g) are loaded on a silica gel column (30 x 6 cm) and chromato-
graphed using hexane/ethyl acetate 2:1 (3 L) and hexane/ethyl acetate 1:1
as the eluants. Upon evaporation of the phase containing pure 5, 10 g of
pure Combretastatin is obtained as an amorphous solid; m.p. 105-106.5*;
lit 103-105 ° .
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G. Acetyl-combretastatin. AVS 353 AC

AVS 353 AC was synthesized according to the following scheme:

CHO CHO C41 O
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AVS 353 AC

Experimentall)

3-r(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxyl-4-methoxybenzaldehyde (2): Isovanillin
(1) (99.8 g, 0.656 mol) is dissolved in dimethyiformamide (900 mL). After
cooling the solution in an ice bath, t-butyldimethylsilyl chloride (117 g,
0.776 mol) is added, the ice bath is removed, and the reaction mixture is
stirred for one hour, when thin layer chromatography indicates completion
(silica gel; hexane-acetone 4:1). Water (100 mL) is added while stirring
is continued, and after 10 minutes sodium bicarbonate solution (30 g sodium
bicarbonate in 700 mL water) and ether (1200 mL) are added. The layers

% are separated, the aqueous layer is washed with ether (2 x 500 mL), and the
combined ether layers are washed with brine (600 mL) and water (500 mL).
The ether phase is dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and upon evaporation
of the ether 174 g (99.7%) of product I is obtained. The product is homo-
geneous by thin layer chromatography; single spot at Rf 0.55, hexane-acetone
4:1.

3- [(t-Butyldimethylsilyl)oxyl-4-methoxybenzyI alcohol (4): 3-1 (t-

.dy Butyldimethylsilyl)oxy]-4-methoxybenzaldehyde (1) (172 g, 0.647 mol) is

dissolved in ethanol (1700 mL) and the solution is cooled in an ice bath.
*Sodium borohydride (27.0 g, 0.71 mol) is added in one portion, the ice

bath is removed, and after stirring for 20 minutes thin layer chromatog-
raphy indicates completion of reduction. Water (200 mL) is added and the
volume is reduced to about 800 mL by distillation under diminished pressure.
After adding 2 N sodium hydroxide solution (240 mL) the resulting layers
are separated and the organic layer is dissolved in ether (800 mL). The
ether layer is washed with water (2 x 250 mL), dried over anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated to leave the benzyl alcohol derivative 4 as a viscous
liquid. Yield 116.9 g (67.4%).

1-Acetoxy-l- (3.4.5-trimethoxvohenyl) -2- [ 3'- (tert-butyldimethylsilyl)oxv-
4'-methoxyphenyllethane (2): Under argon atmosphere chlorotrimethylsilane
(8.8 mL, 69 mmol) is added to a vigorously stirred suspension of lithium
bromide (4.6 g, 53 mmol) in acetonitrile (60 mL). Benzyl alcohol - (7.0
g, 26 mmol) in acetonitrile (30 mL) is added and the reaction mixture is
stirred for one hour. Completion of the reaction is indicated by a single
spot at Rf 0.8 in its thin layer chromatogram (silica gel; hexane/acetone
4:1). Ether (150 mL) is added and the solution is washed with water (2 x

* 50 mL), sodium bicarbonate 2% solution (100 mL), sodium hydroxide 5% (100
mL) and water (2 x 50 mL). The organic phase is dried over sodium sulfate

" and the solvent is evaporated under reduced pressure at room temperature
to leave 3[(t-butyldimethylsilyl)-4-methoxy-benzylbromide (5) as an oil.
Intermediate . is immediately dissolved in tetrahydrofuran (80 mL) together
with 3,4,5-trimethoxybenzaldehyde (k) (2.2 g, 11 mmol). This solution is
added to lithium shot (0.7 g, 0.1 mmol) in tetrahydrofuran (60 mL) over a
15 minute period. After agitation with ultrasound in a sonicator the
reaction reaches completion after 34 hours. The excess lithium is removed

' by filtration, silica gel (40 g) and ethyl acetate (50 mL) are added, and
the solvent is evaporated to leave the coated silica gel. Exposure of the
formed coupling product to excess ethyl acetate, in the presence of activated
silica gel, causes transesterification with the hydroxyl group at C-1 to

%
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AVS 353 AC

produce 7 as the acetate. Column chromatographic elution with hexane:ethyl
acetate 4:1 (5 L) produces 2.6 g of 2, obtained as a yellow solid after
evaporation of the solvent under reduced pressure.

(+)-Combretastatin - acetate (i): Silyl ether 2 (1.7 g) is dissolved
in dry tetrahydrofuran (30 mL), and during a 10 minute period tetrabutylam-
monium fluoride solution 1 molar in tetrahydrofuran (16 mL) is added.
After an additional 10 minute reaction period the desilylation of 2 is
complete, and the tetrahydrofuran is evaporated under reduced pressure.
To the residue is added water (40 mL), the aqueous phase is extracted with
ether (3 x 100 mL), the combined ether layers are dried and evaporated to
leave crude (±) Combretastatin acetate (1). The solid is recrystallized
from ethanol (30 mL) to yield 1.30 g (89.2%) of Combretastatin acetate.
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H. 3-Deazauanne, AVS 272

AVS 272 was synthesized according 
to the following scheme:

2ecC AcOH 
.~ 7  NaZSO 1 3 :
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AVS 272

ExuerimentalT)

4-Acetic gcid-2-imidazolethione-5-carboxylic acid dimethyl ester (A):
To methyl acetone dicarboxylate (128 g, 0.73 mol) in glacial acetic acid (160
mL) is added a sodium nitrite solution (43.2 g, 0.62 mol, in 64 mL water)
while stirring. The temperature is kept between 25-35", stirring is main-
tained for 30 minutes, and upon addition of water (1400 mL) stirring is
continued for one hour. Sodium dithionite (384 g, 2.4 mol) is added portion-
wise, and the mixture is stirred until all the solid is dissolved. The pH
is adjusted to 4 with dilute sulfuric acid, and potassium thiocyanide (184
g, 1.9 mol) is added in small portions. Upon completion of thiocyanide
addition the solution is allowed to stand for 20 minutes, then heated
until it reaches 70"C. After standing overnight at 0' the precipitated
yellow crystals are collected by filtration and recrystallized from
water/methanol. Yield 43 g; m.p. 220-222"; lit 220-2220

4-Acetamide-2-imidazolethione-5-carboxylic acid methyl ester (5):
Imidazole derivative 4 (200 g, 0.87 mol) is added portionwise to ammonium
hydroxide (2210 mL, from 1420 mL aqueous 38% ammonium hydroxide and 790 mL
water), then heated to 95-100". After all the product has dissolved the dark
solution is kept at reflux five more minutes, then cooled in an ice bath and
adjusted to pH 3 with dilute sulfuric acid. Upon standing overnight at 0*
the precipitated crystals are collected by filtration and dried. Yield
114 g, m.p. 221*; lit 233" dec.

4-Imidazole-acetamide-5-carboxylic acid methyl ester (k): Moist

Raney nickel (150 g) is suspended with stirring in ethanol (1 L), imidazole

thione intermediate 5 (40 g, 0.18 mol) is added portionwise, and the reaction
mixture is kept at reflux for two hours. After collecting the Raney nickel
by filtration the filtrate is evaporated to dryness under reduced pressure
and the residue is recrystallized from hot water (150 mL) to yield 13.9 g
(40%) of desulfurized compound J. m.p. 234*; lit 242-244".

Methyl-5(4)-cvanomethylimidazole-4(5)-carboxylate (Z): 4-Acetamido-
imidazole-5-methyl carboxylate (J) (14.6 g, 80 mmol) is suspended in a
mixture of triethylamine (120 mL) and dichloromethane (200 mL). Upon
cooling below 10" phosphorus oxychloride (26.4 mL, 0.28 mol) is added to the
stirred reaction mixture over a thirty minute period. After removal of the
ice bath stirring is continued at room temperature for four hours, then the
reaction mixture is chilled in an acetone-dry ice bath and water (20 mL) is
cautiously added. After stirring an additional hour at room temperature the
dichloromethane is removed under reduced pressure, the aqueous phase is
adjusted to pH 7 by cautious addition of small drops of concentrated amnonium
hydroxide solution, and thoroughly extracted with ethyl acetate (5 x 200
mL). The organic phase is washed with water, dried with anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated under reduced pressure to yield 5.4 g (40%) of
cyanomethylimidazole-carboxylate 2. m.p. 168-170"; lit 170-1710.
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AVS 272

3-Deazaguanine (1): Methyl-5-cyanomethylimidazole-4-carboxylate 2
(16.5 g, 0.1 mol) is placed in a steel bomb containing liquid ammonia
(150 g). The vessel is sealed and kept at 100" for eight days. Upon
cooling excess ammonia is allowed to slowly evaporate, then the solid

residue is treated with decolorizing charcoal in hot water and recrystall-
ized. Yield: 9.0 g (66%); m.p. > 350"C.
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I.3-Deazaguanosine. AVS 21

AVS 215 was synthesized according to the following scheme:
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AVS 215

Experimentalg

4-Acetic acid-2-imidazolethione-5-carboxylic acid dimethyl ester (2):
To methyl acetone dicarboxylate (128 g, 0.73 mol) in glacial acetic acid(160 ml) is added a sodium nitrite solution (43.2 g, 0.62 mol, in 64 mL
water) while stirring. The temperature is kept between 25-35", stirring
is maintained for 30 minutes, and upon addition of water (1400 ml) stirring
is continued for one hour. Sodium dithionite (384 g, 2.4 mol) is added
portionwise, and the mixture is stirred until all the solid is dissolved.
The pH is adjusted to 4 with dilute sulfuric acid, and potassium thiocyanide
(184 g, 1.9 mol) is added in small portions. Upon completion of thiocyanide
addition the solution is allowed to stand for 20 minutes, then heated
until it reaches 70"C. After standing overnight at 0* the precipitated
yellow crystals are collected by filtration and recrystallized from water/
methanol. Yield 43 g; m.p. 220-222"; lit 220-2220

4-Acetamide-2-imidazolethione-5-carboxylic acid methyl ester (3):
Imidazole derivative 4 (200 g, 0.87 mol) is added portionwise to ammonium
hydroxide (2210 mL, from 1420 mL aqueous 38% ammonium hydroxide and 790 mL
water), then heated to 95-100 ° . After all the product has dissolved the dark
solution is kept at reflux five more minutes, then cooled in an ice bath and
adjusted to pH 3 with dilute sulfuric acid. Upon standing overnight at 0'
the precipitated crystals are collected by filtration and dried. Yield
114 g, m.p. 221°; lit 233* dec.

4-Imidazole-acetamide-5-carboxvlic acid methyl ester (A): Moist
Raney nickel (150 g) is suspended with stirring in ethanol (1 L), imidazole
thione intermediate 1 (40 g, 0.18 mol) is added portionwise, and the reaction
mixture is kept at reflux for two hours. After collecting the Raney nickel
by filtration the filtrate is evaporated to dryness under reduced pressure
and the residue is recrystallized from hot water (150 mL) to yield 13.9 g
(40%) of desulfurized compound A. m.p. 234'; lit 242-244'.

Methl-5(4-cyanomethylimidazole-4(5)-carboxylate (1): 4-Acetamido-
imidazole-5-methyl carboxylate (4) (14.6 g, 80 mmol) is suspended in a
mixture of triethylamine (120 mL) and dichloromethane (200 mL). Upon
cooling below 10' phosphorus oxychloride (26.4 mL, 0.28 mol) is added to the
stirred reaction mixture over a thirty minute period. After removal of the
ice bath stirring is continued at room temperature for four hours, then the
reaction mixture is chilled in an acetone-dry ice bath and water (20 ml) is
cautiously added. After stirring an additional hour at room temperature the
dichloromethane is removed under reduced pressure, the aqueous phase is
adjusted to pH 7 by cautious addition of small drops of concentrated ammonium
hydroxide solution, and thoroughly extracted with ethyl acetate (5 x 200
mL). The organic phase is washed with water, dried with anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated under reduced pressure to yield 5.4 g (40%) of
cyanomethylimidazole-carboxylate 5; m.p. 168-170'; lit 170-1710.
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AVS 215

Methyl-5-cyanomethyl-l-(2.3.5-tri-O-benzoyl-B-D-ribofuranosyl)-im-
idazole-4-carboxvlate (A): Cyanomethylimidazole carboxylate 1 (12.5 g, 75
mmol) is combined with hexamethyldisilazane (150 mL) under anhydrous condi-
tions and kept at reflux for 12 hours in the presence of a catalytic amount
of ammonium sulfate (500 mg). After removing excess hexamethyldisilazane
by distillation under reduced pressure the silyl derivative of 5~ is obtained
as an oil, which is dissolved in 1,2-dichloromethane (400 mL). Acetyl-
2,3,5-tri-O-benzoyl-ribofuranose (38 g, 75 mmol) is added, followed by
stannic chloride (12.7 mL, 108 mmol). The reaction mixture is agitated
for 24 hours, then it is poured into a 5% sodium bicarbonate solution (1.5
L). After filtering through a Celite pad, the organic layer is separated
and the aqueous phase is extracted with dichloromethane (2 x 800 mL). The
combined organic layers are dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate, and upon
removal of the solvent under reduced pressure nucleoside k is obtained as
a cream-colored solid foam. The compound is purified by passing it through
a silica gel column, with chloroform/acetone 4:1 as the eluant. After
evaporation of the solvent 30.0 g (66%) of pure f is obtained. m.p. 95-100 .

l-Amino-3-deazaguanosine (Z): Hydrazine monohydrate (23 mL, 0.66
mol) is added to a solution of ribofuranosyl-imidazole-carboxylate A (28
g, 46 mmol) dissolved in absolute ethanol (250 mL). The reaction mixture
is heated to reflux when after about two hours a solid starts to separate.
Heating is continued an additional 20 hours, and upon cooling the precipitate

.A is collected by filtration, and washed with ethanol. Yield: 8.4 g (61%),
m.p. 254-255"; lit. 254-255".

3-Deaza~uanosine (1): l-Amino-3-deazaguanosine (27 g, 91 mmol) is
dissolved in deionized water (2 L) and heated to reflux. Raney Nickel
(240 g aqueous slurry) is added in small portions over a 4 hour period.
Heating is continued for 30 minutes, the nickel is collected on a Celite
filter pad, and the filtrate is concentrated to give 3-deazaguanosine as a
white precipitate. Yield: 17.5 g (68%); m.p. 256-258"; lit. 255-2570.
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J. Thiazofurin-nitrile. AVS TFN

AVS TFN was synthesized according to the following scheme:
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AVS TFN

2- (2.3.5-Tri-O-scetyl-B-D-ribofuranosyl)thiazole-4-carboxamide:
Experimental: A solution of thiazofurin (19.3 g, 50 mmol) in methylene
chloride (400 mL) is cooled to 0*C, triethylamine (102.7 mL) is added,
followed by addition of phosphorus oxychloride (13 mL, 137 mmol). During
a two hour period the solution is allowed to warm to room temperature
while stirring, then the solvent is removed under reduced pressure. The
oily residue is suspended in water (500 mL) and extracted with methylene
chloride (2 x 250 mL). The combined methylene chloride extracts are washed
with water and dried over sodium sulfate. After evaporation of the solvent
the obtained syrup is passed through a silica gel column, with methylene
chloride containing 5% acetone as the mobile phase. The fractions containing
the desired product are combined, the solvent is evaporated and the product
is obtained as a viscous syrup, as reported in the literature. Yield 16.5 g
(90.5%).
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K. 4 aH-r. 1H- trans. 1 -Hydroxy-8.9-methylenedioxy-1.4,4a. l1b-tetrahydro-6(5H) -
phenanthridone. Intermediate 11

Intermediate 11 was synthesized according to the following scheme:

M ON
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Intermediate 11

Experimental'

Ethyl-trans-2-(3'.4'-methylenedioxyvhenyl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxylic
acid (,): Piperonal (500 g, 3.33 mol) is dissolved in tetrahydrofurane (3
L), and the solution is cooled below 5" in an ice bath. Allylmagnesium
chloride solution (2000 aL, 4.0 mol) is added over a 2h hour period while
maintaining the temperature below 5". After completion of addition, the
reaction mixture is stirred an additional 30 minutes at low temperature.
Then it is allowed to warm up to room temperature and kept there for three
hours.

After cooling again below 5° a saturated ammonium chloride solution
m"I (1 L) is added during a 40 minute interval. The organic layer is separated

and washed with brine (4 L) several times, and the aqueous layer is washed
with chloroform (1 L). The combined organic layers are dried over sodium
sulfate, filtered, and the solvent is removed under reduced pressure.
Upon eliminating any remaining solvent under high vacuum, the resulting
oil is applied in the subsequent reaction without further purification.

The obtained allyl carbinol derivative Z (309 g) ethyl acrylate (195
g) and p-toluene sulfonic acid (54 g) are kept in a sealed bomb at 175-
185" for six hours. Upon cooling the reaction mixture is submitted to
distillation under reduced pressure to eliminate excess ethyl acrylate.

C- The residue is dissolved in ether (3 L), the organic layer is washed with
Cwater (I L), 5% sodium bicarbonate solution (I L), and water (1 L). After

drying with sodium sulfate overnight the solvent is taken off under reduced
pressure and the residual oil is fractionally distilled where the desired
product 2 boils at 145-155"/0.25 mm Hg, yield 263 g (90%). (Overall yield
29%)

trans-2-(3'.4'-Methylenedioxyphenyl)-3-cvclohexene-l-carboxylic acid
(A): A solution of sodium metal (10 g, 0.435 mol) in ethanol (300 mL) is
combined with a solution of phenyl ester . in ethanol (300 ml.), and the
resulting mixture is kept at reflux for 2 hours. Water (60 ml.) is added
to the reaction mixture and reflux is continued for 4 more hours. The
ethanol is evaporated under reduced pressure, the residue is dissolved in
water (I L) and washed with ether ( 3 x 300 mL). Upon cooling the aqueous
layer, the pH is adjusted to pH 2 with conc. hydrochloric acid (prox. 25
ml.), stirred for 30 minutes, and the precipitate is collected by filtration.
The product is washed with water and air-dried to yield 81.1 & (90.3%) of
acid A; m.p. 101-102, lit. 102-103'.

4aH-r.l~bH-trans-8.9-fethvlenedioxy-3.4.4a.lOb-tetraydro6(SH)-hemn-
thridone (J): Carboxylic acid L (200 g, 0.81 mol) is dissolved in acetone
(1 L), water (200 ml and triethylamine (82 g, 0.81 mol) is added, and the
mixture is cooled in an ice bath. A solution of ethyl chloroformate (87.4
g, 0.81 mol) in acetone (200 ml.) is added slowly while stirring. Two
hours after completion a solution of sodium azide (80 g, 1.23 mol) in water

*(200 mL) is added slowly during a one hour interval, followed by two hours
of stirring at the lowered temperature. A mixture of toluene (1 L) and water
(1.5 L) is added and stirring is continued for an additional 1.5 hours. The
organic layer is separated, the aqueous layer washed with toluene (300 mL),
and the combined organic layers are washed with water (2 x 1 L) and dried
over sodium sulfate.
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Intermediate 11

After filtering, the obtained solution is concentrated to 1700 mL
under diminished pressure at 45', followed by maintaining the concentrated
solution at reflux for 4 hours. When TLC shows the disappearance of starting
material the solution is cooled, and the solvent is evaporated under reduced
pressure to leave 5 as a light tan colored oil, which is used in the next
step without further purification.

The oily product I is cooled in an ice-water bath and carefully treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (400 mL, 3.0 mol). The reaction mixture
is allowed to stand at room temperature overnight. The crystalline solid
that separates is filtered, washed with ether (3 x 200 mL) and dried in
air; yield 155.0 g. The filtrate is evaporated to dryness under high
vacuum, the residue is dissolved in ether (400 mL) and washed with ice-
cold water (2 x 500 mL). The organic layer is dried over anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated to dryness. The obtained residue is again treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (25 mL) and worked up as previously described
to yield 4.4 g of additional product, which is identical to the main crop

1and hence they are combined. Total yield: 159.4 g (80.9%); m.p. 220-221"
lit 220*.

4aH-r-IObH-trans-5-Acetrl-8.9-methvlenedioxv-3.4.4a.10b-H-tetrahvdro-
6(SH)phenanthridone (2): A mixture of tetrahydrophenanthridone A (50.0 g,
0.206 mol), acetic anhydride (500 mL) and DMAP (1.0 g) is refluxed for 4
hours. Upon cooling a solid precipitates from solution. The precipitate
is collected by filtration and sucked to dryness. The filtrate is evaporated
under reduced pressure (40'), the resulting solid is triturated with ethanol,
filtered, and the filter cake is combined with the one obtained previously.
After an additional trituration of the combined product with ethanol, the
solid is filtered off, washed with ice-cold ethanol and air dried. Yield:
40.0 g (62%); m.p. 155-1570, lit. 157-1580.

4H-r. 3H- trans, 3- (3' .4'-Methylenedioxy-6' -carboxyphenyl)-4-acetamino-
l-cyclohexene (1): N-acetylphenanthridone 2 (60.0 g, 0.2 mol) is suspended
in methanol (1 L), then a solution of potassium hydroxide (22.4 g, 0.4 mol)
in water (400 mL) is added, and the flask is immersed in a water bath
preheated to 80. The reaction mixture reaches a temperature of 70°C, and
the reaction is kept at that temperature for 15 minutes. When cooled to
room temperature a white solid starts to separate. The volume of the
reaction mixture is reduced to 400 ml and the resulting precipitate is
collected by filtration, washed with water (2 x 25 eL) and dried in air.
It can be shown that the obtained precipitate is starting material 2.

The filtrate is cooled in an ice bath and acidified with con. hydro-
chloric acid to form a white precipitate that is filtered off, washed with
water (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air. This product agrees in its spectral
and analytical data with the structural assignment for , hence it is
taken in the next step without further purification. Yield: 40.0 g (62%);
m.p. 200-201", lit. 198-201'. Recovered starting material: 20.5 g (37.0%).
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Intermediate 11

4aH-r.IH-trans.10bH-cs.4H-transl-Acetylamlno-4-bromo-8.9-methylene-
dioxy-1.2.3.4.4a.lOb-hexahydrobenzo[b.dltyrone-6 (2): To a well-stirred

suspension of acetylamino carboxylic acid 1 (145.3 g, 0.48 mol) in tetra-
hydrofuran (2 L) powdered N-bromosuccinimide (89.0 g, 0.497 mol) is added
in a single portion. Most of the solid dissolves, and a crystalline material

begins to separate. After stirring for 1 hour the reaction mixture is
cooled in an ice bath, then the precipitate is collected by filtration,
washed with cold tetrahydrofurane, and dried. Yield: 175.5 g (93.3%);

m.p. 265-267", lit. 270'.

4aH-r.H-translObH-cs.l-Acetylamino-8.9-methylenedioxy-l.2.4a.10b-
tetrahydrodibenzo[b*dlDyrone-6 (IQ): A mixture of acetylaminobromolactone
2 (456.1 g, 1.163 mol) and DBU (182 g, 1.2 mol) in pyridine (5.0 L) is
kept at reflux for 8 hours under anhydrous conditions. After cooling
overnight a crystalline material precipitates. The solid is filtered off
and slurred with water for 10 minutes, filtered, and air-dried. The filtrate
is evaporated to dryness at oil vacuum pressure, and the solid residue is
slurred in water for 10 minutes, filtered, air-dried, and combined with
the previous precipitate. Yield: 339.0 g (93.7%); m.p. 270-272', lit.

4263-2670.

4aH-r,1H-trans.l-Hydroxy-8.9-methylenedoxy-l.4.4a.lOb-tetrahdro-
6(5H)-phenanthridone (I1): A mixture of acetylaminolactone 10 (60.0 g,
0.193 mol) and ethanol (150 mL) is treated with a solution of NaOH (30 g)
in water (150 mL), then the reaction is heated to 90-95*C, and kept at
that temperature for 8 hours. A small amount of water is added periodically
to dissolve a solid that separates. The reaction mixture is allowed to
cool to room temperature overnight, the precipitated solid is collected by
filtration, washed with water and dried in air. The filtrate is acidified

*with concentrated hydrochloric acid, the resulting precipitate is filtered,
washed with water (3 x 100 mL) and dried in air. Both precipitated solids
are found to be identical therefore they are combined, however, NMR-analysis
indicates the presence of substantial amounts of starting material. The
product is redissolved in 20% sodium hydroxide (300 mL), kept at 120' for
five hours, cooled, and reprecipitated. Repeating the procedure five
times the obtained product does not show any more contamination. Yield:
94.0 g; m.p. 260-280' (dec.), lit. 265-280' (dec.).

A 200 mg purified sample was submitted for testing.
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L. 4aH-r.lH-trans .2H-cis.3H-trans .4H-trans.1-Hydroxy.2.3.4-triacetoxv-8.9-
V methylenedioxy-1.2.3.4.4a.10b-hexahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone- AVS 360 OH

AVS 360 OH was synthesized according to the follcding scheme:
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AVS 360 OH

Ethyl-trans-2-(3'.4'-methylenedioxvhenyl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxvlic
ai (.): Piperonal (500 g, 3.33 mol) is dissolved in tetrahydrofurane (3
L), and the solution is cooled below 5° in an ice bath. Allylmagnesium
chloride solution (2000 mL, 4.0 mol) was added over a 24 hour period while
maintaining the temperature below 5° . After completion of addition, the
reaction mixture is stirred an additional 30 minutes at low temperature.
Then it is allowed to warm up to room temperature and kept there for three
hours.

After cooling again below 5* a saturated ammonium chloride solution
(1 L) is added during a 40 minute interval. The organic layer is separated
and washed with brine (4 L) several times, and the aqueous layer is washed
with chloroform (1 L). The combined organic layers are dried over sodium
sulfate, filtered, and the solvent is removed under reduced pressure.
Upon eliminating any remaining solvent under high vacuum, the resulting
oil is applied in the subsequent reaction without further purification.

The obtained allyl carbinol derivative 2 (309 g) ethyl acrylate (195 g)
and p-toluene sulfonic acid (54 g) are kept in a sealed bomb at 175-185"
for six hours. Upon cooling the reaction mixture is submitted to distilla-

<. tion under reduced pressure to eliminate excess ethyl acrylate. The residue
is dissolved in ether (3 L), the organic layer is washed with water (1 L),
5% sodium bicarbonate solution (1 L), and water (1 L). After drying with
sodium sulfate overnight the solvent is taken off under reduced pressure
and the residual oil is fractionally distilled where the desired product
boils at 145-155"/0.25 mm Hg, yield 263 g (90%). (Overall yield 29%).

trans-2-(3'.4'-Methylenedioxvwhenyl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxylic acid
(4): A solution of sodium metal (10 g, 0.435 mol) in ethanol (300 mL) is
combined with a solution of phenyl ester I in ethanol (300 mL), and the
resulting mixture is kept at reflux for 2 hours. Water (60 mL) is added
to the reaction mixture and reflux is continued for 4 more hours. The
ethanol is evaporated under reduced pressure, the residue is dissolved in
water (1 L) and washed with ether (3 x 300 mL). Upon cooling the aqueous
layer, the pH is adjusted to pH 2 with conc. hydrochloric acid (prox. 25
mL), stirred for 30 minutes, and the precipitate is collected by filtration.
The product is washed with water and air-dried to yield 81.1 g (90.3%) of
acid 4; m.p. 101-102, lit. 102-103".

4aH-r.lObH-trans-8.9-Methylenedoxy-3.4.4a.lOb-tetrahydr0-6(5H)-Phenan-
thridone (A): Carboxylic acid . (200 g, 0.81 mol) is dissolved in acetone
(1 L), water (200 mL) and triethylamine (82 g, 0.81 mol) is added, and the
mixture is cooled in. an ice bath. A solution of ethyl chloroformate (87.4 g,
0.81 mol) in acetone (200 mL) is added slowly while stirring. Two hours
after completion a solution of sodium azide (80 g, 1.23 mol) in water (200

0mL) is added slowly during a one hour interval, followed by two hours of
stirring at the lowered temperature. A mixture of toluene (1 L) and water
(1.5 L) is added and stirring is continued for an additional 1.5 hours.
The organic layer is separated, the aqueous layer washed with toluene (300
mL), and the combined organic layers are washed with water (2 x 1 L) and
dried over sodium sulfate.
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AVS 360 OH

After filtering, the obtained solution is concentrated to 1700 mL under
diminished pressure at 45". followed by maintaining the concentrated solution
at reflux for 4 hours. When TLC showed the disappearance of starting
material the solution is cooled, and the solvent is evaporated under reduced
pressure to leave 5 as a light tan colored oil, which is used in the next
step without further purification.

The oily product 5 is cooled in an ice-water bath and carefully treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (400 mL, 3.0 mol). The reaction mixture
is allowed to stand at room temperature overnight. The crystalline solid
that separates is filtered, washed with ether (3 x 200 mL) and dried in
air; yield 155.0 g. The filtrate is evaporated to dryness under high
vacuum, the residue is dissolved in ether (400 mL) and washed with ice-
cold water (2 x 500 mL). The organic layer is dried over anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated to dryness. The obtained residue is again treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (25 mL) and worked up as previously described
to yield 4.4 g of additional product, which is identical to the main crop
and hence they are combined. Total yield: 159.4 g (80.9%); m.p. 220-221"
lit 220'.

4aH-r-lObH-trans-5-Acetyl-8.9-methylenedioxy-3.4.4a.10b-H-tetrahydro-
6(SH)Rhenanthridone (Z): A mixture of tetrahydrophenanthridone A (50.0 g,

- 0.206 mol), acetic anhydride (500 mL) and DMAP (1.0 g) is refluxed for 4
hours. Upon cooling a solid precipitates from solution. The precipitate
is collected by filtration and sucked to dryness. The filtrate is evaporated
under reduced pressure (40'), the resulting solid is triturated with ethanol,
filtered, and the filter cake is combined with the one obtained previously.
After an additional trituration of the combined product with ethanol, the
solid is filtered off, washed with ice-cold ethanol and air dried. Yield:
40.0 g (62%); m.p. 155-157 ° , lit. 157-158° .

4H-r.3H-trans.3-(3'.4'-Methylenedioxy-6*-carboxyRhenyl)-4-acetamino-
1-cyclohexene (§-): N-acetylphenanthridone Z (60.0 g, 0.2 mol) is suspended
in methanol (1 L), then a solution of potassium hydroxide (22.4 g, 0.4 mol)
in water (400 mL) is added, and the flask is immersed in a water bath
preheated to 80'. The reaction mixture reaches a temperature of 70°C,
and the reaction is kept at that temperature for 15 minutes. When cooled
to room temperature a white solid starts to separate. The volume of the
reaction mixture is reduced to 400 mL and the resulting precipitate is
collected by filtration, washed with water (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air.
It can be shown that the obtained precipitate is starting material 2.

The filtrate is cooled in an ice bath and acidified with con. hydro-
chloric acid to form a white precipitate that is filtered off, washed with
water (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air. This product agrees in its spectral
and analytical data with the structural assignment for B, hence it is
taken in the next step without further purification. Yield: 40.0 g (62%);
m.p. 200-201", lit. 198-201". Recovered starting material: 20.5 g (37.0%).

b..
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AVS 360 OH

4aH-r.lH-trans.l0bH-cis.4H-trans.l-Acetylamino-4-bromo-8.9-methylene-
dioxy-l.2.3.4.4a.l0b-hexahydrobenzofb.dl~vrone-6 (9): To a well-stirred
suspension of acetylamino carboxylic acid j (145.3 g, 0.48 mol) in tetra-
hydrofuran (2 L) powdered N-bromosuccinimide (89.0 g, 0.497 mol) is added
as a single portion. Most of the solid dissolves, and a crystalline material
begins to separate. After stirring for 1 hour the reaction mixture is
cooled in an ice bath, then the precipitate is collected by filtration,
washed with cold tetrahydrofurane, and dried. Yield: 175.5 g (93.3%);
m.p. 265-267", lit. 270*.

4aH-r.lH-trans.lObH-cis.l-Acetylamino-8.9-methylenedioxy-l.2.4a.10b-
tetrahydrodibenzofb dlpyrone-6 (12): A mixture of acetylaminobromolactone
2 (456.1 g, 1.163 mol) and DBU (182 g, 1.2 mol) in pyridine (5.0 L) is
kept at reflux for 84 hours under anhydrous conditions. After cooling
overnight a crystalline material precipitates. The solid is filtered off
and slurred with water for 10 minutes, filtered, and air-dried. The filtrate
is evaporated to dryness at oil vacuum pressure, and the solid residue is
slurred in water for 10 minutes, filtered, air-dried, and combined with
the previous precipitate. Yield: 339.0 g (93.7%); m.p. 270-272, lit. 263-
267".

4aH-r. 1H-trans .l-Hydroxv-8.9 -methylenedioxy-l.4.4a.lOb-tetrahydro-
6(5H)-Rhenanthridone (11): A mixture of acetylaminolactone 10 (60.0 g,
0.193 mol) and ethanol (150 mL) is treated with a solution of NaOH (30 g)
in water (150 mL), then the reaction is heated to 90-95"C, and kept at
that temperature for 8 hours. A small amount of water is added periodically
to dissolve a solid that separates. The reaction mixture is allowed to
cool to room temperature overnight, the precipitated solid is collected by
filtration, washed with water and dried in air. The filtrate is acidified
with concentrated hydrochloric acid, the resulting precipitate is filtered,
washed with water (3 x 100 mL) and dried in air. Both precipitated solids
are found to be identical therefore they are combined, however, NMR-analysis
indicates the presence of substantial amounts of starting material. The
product is redissolved in 20% sodium hydroxide (300 mL), kept at 120" for
five hours, cooled, and reprecipitated. Repeating the procedure five
times the obtained product does not show any more contamination. Yield:
94.0 g; m.p. 260-280" (dec.), lit. 265-280" (dec.).

4aH-r.lH-trans.l-(2'-Tetrahydropyranyloxy)-8.9-methylenedioxy-
1.4.4a.lOb-tetrahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone (12.): To a suspension of hydroxy-
phenanthridone 1i (50 g, 0.193 mol) in dichloromethane (1.5 L) is added
dihydropyran (70 aL, 0.857 mol) and p-toluene sulfonic acid (8.0 g). The
reaction mixture is stirred for 72 hours with intermittent warming to 35".
The undissolved starting material is removed by filtration and the filtrate
is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x 500 mL) and
water (500 mL). The organic layer is dried with sodium sulfate and evapor-
ated to obtain a solid. Ethanol (25 mL) and ether (500 mL) is added to
the solid and kept overnight at room temperature. The solid is filtered,
washed with ether (2 x 200 mL) and air-dried to yield a white crystalline
material. Yield: 54.0 g; m.p. 218".
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AVS 360 OH

4aH-r.IH-trans.l- (2 -Tetrahydrovyranyloxy)-2.3-eoxy-8.9-methylenedioxv-
1.4.4a.10b-tetrahydro-6(5H)vhenanthridone (12): Phenanthridone derivative
12 (82.0 g, 0.239 mol) and 3-chloroperoxybenzoic acid (82.0 g, 0.478 mol)
are dissolved in methylene chloride (1.4 L) and stirred for two days. The
organic solution is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x
600 ml.) and water (2 x 500 mL), dried over sodium sulfate and concentrated
under reduced pressure to a volume of approx. 75 mL. Ether (200 mL) is
added and the resulting precipitate is collected by filtration and washed
with ether (100 mL). Yield: 71.1 g; m.p. 243", lit. 250".

4H-r.lH-trans.2H-cis.lObH-trans.l-(2'-Tetrahydrooyranyloxy)-2-hdroxy-
8.9-methylenedioxy-l.2.4a.lOb-tetrahydro-6(5H)-phenanthridone (14): To a
suspension of diphenyldiselenide (25.3 g, 0.081 mol) in anhydrous ethanol
(500 mL) is added sodium borohydride (6.5 g, 0.17 mol) in small portions,
while controlling the temperature with an ice bath. To the clear solution
epoxide 1 (54.0 g, 0.15 mol) is added in one portion, then the reaction
mixture is maintained at reflux temperature for two hours. Subsequently,
the volume of the reaction solution is reduced to 250 ml, by evaporation
under reduced pressure, tetrahydrofurane (750 mL) is added, and the tempera-
ture is adjusted to about 3" in an ice bath. Hydrogen peroxide (30 wt. %,
250 mL, 2.2 mol equiv.) is slowly added while stirring, during which time
a white solid precipitates. The reaction mixture is heated to reflux
temperature, and reflux is maintained for 7 hours during which time all
the solid dissolves and the reaction mixture becomes dark in color. Upon
cooling, water (2 L) is added and the mixture is extracted with ethyl
acetate (3 x 700 mL). The organic phase is washed with water (2 x 500 mL),
dried over sodium sulfate, and upon evaporation of the solvent a white
solid is obtained, which is washed with ether (2 x 200 ml.). Yield: 38.5 g;
m.p. 230-235'; lit. 232 ° .

4aH-r. I-trans.2H-cis.3H-trans.4H-trans.lObH-trans-l-(2'-Tetrahydro-
vyranyloxy)-2.3.4-trihydrox-8.9-methylenedoxy-1.2.3.4.4a.10b-hexahvdro-
6 (5H)Dhenanthridone (15): To a solution of N-methylmorpholine-N-oxide
(16.0 g, 0.137 mol) in t-butanol (50 ml.), acetone (50 mL), and water (20
mL) osmium tetroxide (260 mg, 1 mmol) is added. To this reaction medium
is added a solution of intermediate 14 (28.8 g, 80 mmol) in t-butanol (700
mL) over a 10 minute period, followed by continued stirring for 48 hours.
Decolorizing carbon is added to the dark solution, and after stirring for

* 3 hours at room temperature the reaction mixture is filtered through a
Celite bed. The obtained pale-yellow solution is evaporated to an oil
under reduced pressure. The residue is triturated with ethanol (25 mL),
and the resulting crystalline material is collected by filtration. The
solid is suspended in water (100 mL), stirred for one hour and filtered.
The off-white solid is washed with water, and dried in air to give tri-
hydroxy compound U5. Yield: 20.0 g; m.p. 222-223.
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4&aH-r. 1H-trans. 2H-cis.3H- trans. 4H- trans. lObH- trans -1-Hydroxv-2,3.4-
triacetoxy-8.9-methylenediocy-l.2.3.4.4a.10b-hexahydro-6(5H) henanthridone
(1k): A mixture of trihydroxy compound 1 (18.6 g, 0.047 mol), pyridine
(200 eL) and acetic anhydride (200 mL) is stirred at room temperature
overnight. Acetic anhydride and pyridine are evaporated under reduced
pressure, followed by a distillation with ethanol to remove all pyridine.
The residual material is soaked in ethanol (50 mL) and chilled. The crystal-
line material is collected by filtration, washed with ethanol (50 mL) and
air-dried. Yield: 22.0 g; m.p. 275"C.

a, This material is suspended in ethanol (500 mL), p-toluene sulfonic
acid (500 mg) is added, and the mixture is kept at reflux for 2 hours.
The crystalline precipitate that forms is filtered off, washed with cold
ethanol (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air. Yield: 15.0 g; m.p. 303-304".

A small amount (0.8 g) is recrystallized from methanol (600 mL) to
give the pure 16; yield: 500 mg.

43

er de-JI~P e ~ p ~ ~ ..- ~ va;aa-~' ~ ~



M . 4 AH-r.lIH-trans. 2H-cis. 3H-trons.4H- trans.134Trihdroxy2.acetoxyv.9-
mohlndoy12344.0-hxhdo65)hnnhioe AVS 360 ?4A

AVS 360 MA vas synthesized according to the folloving scheme:
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AVS 360 MA

* £a~~Etr.Lmtnta11 0, 1

Ethyl-trans-2-(3'.4'-methylenedioxvthenyl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxylic

aC" (Q): Piperonal (500 g, 3.33 mol) is dissolved in tetrahydrofurane (3
L), and the solution is cooled below 5" in an ice bath. Allylmagnesium
chloride solution (2000 ml., 4.0 mol) is added over a 24 hour period while
maintaining the temperature below 5". After completion of addition, the
reaction mixture is stirred an additional 30 minutes at low temperature.
Then it is allowed to warm up to room temperature and kept there for three
hours.

After cooling again below 5° a saturated ammonium chloride solution
(I L) is added during a 40 minute interval. The organic layer is separated
and washed with brine (4 L) several times, and the aqueous layer is washed
with chloroform (1 L). The combined organic layers are dried over sodium
sulfate, filtered, and the solvent is removed under reduced pressure.

*e Upon eliminating any remaining solvent under high vacuum, the resulting
oil is applied in the subsequent reaction without further purification.

The obtained allyl carbinol derivative 2 (309 g) ethyl acrylate (195 g)
and p-toluene sulfonic acid (54 g) are kept in a sealed bomb at 175-185
for six hours. Upon cooling the reaction mixture is submitted to distilla-

-J tion under reduced pressure to eliminate excess ethyl acrylate. The residue
is dissolved in ether (3 L), the organic layer is washed with water (1 L),
5% sodium bicarbonate solution (1 L), and water (1 L). After drying with
sodium sulfate overnight the solvent is taken off under reduced pressure
and the residual oil is fractionally distilled where the desired product.3
boils at 145-155"/0.25 mm Hg, yield 263 g (90%). (Overall yield 29%)

trans-2-(3'.4'-Methylenedioxyihenyl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxylic acid
(4): A solution of sodium metal (10 g, 0.435 mol) in ethanol (300 mL) is
combined with a solution of phenyl ester I in ethanol (300 mL), and the
resulting mixture is kept at reflux for 2 hours. Water (60 mL) is added
to the reaction mixture and reflux is continued for 4 more hours. The
ethanol is evaporated under reduced pressure, the residue is dissolved in
water (1 L) and washed with ether (3 x 300 ml.). Upon cooling the aqueous
layer, the pH is adjusted to pH 2 with conc. hydrochloric acid (prox. 25
mL), stirred for 30 minutes, and the precipitate is collected by filtration.
The product is washed with water and air-dried to yield 81.1 g (90.3%) of
acid A; m.p. 101-102 ° , lit. 102-103 °.

4aH-r.lObH-trans-8.9-Methvlenedioxy-3.4.4a.lOb-tetrahydro-6(H)-Phenan-

thridone (.): Carboxylic acid . (200 g, 0.81 mol) is dissolved in acetone
(I L), water (200 mL) and triethylamine (82 S, 0.81 tol) is added, and the
mixture is cooled in an ice bath. A solution of ethyl chloroformate (87.4 g,
0.81 tol) in acetone (200 mL) is added slowly while stirring. Two hours
after completion a solution of sodium azide (80 g, 1.23 mol) in water (200
mL) is added slowly during a one hour interval, followed by two hours of
stirring at the lowered temperature. A mixture of toluene (1 L) and water
(1.5 L) is added and stirring is continued for an additional 1.5 hours. The
organic layer is separated, the aqueous layer washed with toluene (300 mL),
and the combined organic layers are washed with water (2 x 1 L) and dried
over sodium sulfate.
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AVS 360 MA

After filtering, the obtained solution is concentrated to 1700 L
under diminished pressure at 45*, followed by maintaining the concentrated
solution at reflux for 4 hours. When TLC shows the disappearance of starting
material the solution is cooled, and the solvent is evaporated under reduced
pressure to leave as a light tan colored oil, which is used in the next
step without further purification.

The oily product I is cooled in an ice-water bath and carefully treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (400 mL, 3.0 mol). The reaction mixture
is allowed to stand at room temperature overnight. The crystalline solid
that separates is filtered, washed with ether (3 x 200 mL) and dried in
air; yield 155.0 g. The filtrate is evaporated to dryness under high
vacuum, the residue is dissolved in ether (400 mL) and washed with ice-
cold water (2 x 500 mL). The organic layer is dried over anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated to dryness. The obtained residue is again treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (25 mL) and worked up as previously described
to yield 4.4 g of additional product, which is identical to the main crop
and hence they are combined. Total yield: 159.4 g (80.9%); m.p. 220-221'
lit 220".

4aH-r-lObH-trans-5-Acetvl-8.9-methylenedioxy-3.4.4a.10b-H-tetrahvdro-
6(5H)phenanthridone (2): A mixture of tetrahydrophenanthridone A (50.0 g,
0.206 mol), acetic anhydride (500 mL) and DMAP (1.0 g) is refluxed for 4
hours. Upon cooling a solid precipitates from solution. The precipitate
is collected by filtration and sucked to dryness. The filtrate is evaporated
under reduced pressure (40'), the resulting solid is triturated with ethanol,
filtered, and the filter cake is combined with the one obtained previously.
After an additional trituration of the combined product with ethanol, the

*. solid is filtered off, washed with ice-cold ethanol and air dried. Yield:
40.0 g (62%); m.p. 155-157", lit. 157-158".

4H-r.3H-trans.3-(3' .4'-Methylenedioxy-6'-carboxvyhenyl)-4-acetamino-
l-cyclohexene (1): N-acetylphenanthridone 2 (60.0 g, 0.2 mol) is suspended
in methanol (I L), then a solution of potassium hydroxide (22.4 g, 0.4
mol) in water (400 mL) is added, and the flask is immersed in a water bath
preheated to 80". The reaction mixture reaches a temperature of 70"C, and
the reaction is kept at that temperature for 15 minutes. When cooled to
room temperature a white solid starts to separate. The volume of the
reaction mixture is reduced to 400 mL and the resulting precipitate is
collected by filtration, washed with water (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air.
It can be shown that the obtained precipitate is starting material 2.

The filtrate is cooled in an ice bath and acidified with con. hydro-
chloric acid to form a white precipitate that is filtered off, washed with
water (2 x 25 mL) ad dried in air. This product agrees in its spectral
and analytical data with the structural assignment for 1, hence it is
taken in the next step without further purification. Yield: 40.0 g (62%);
m.p. 200-201', lit. 198-201'. Recovered starting material: 20.5 g (37.0%).
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4aH-r.IH-trans.lObH-cis.4H-trans.1-Acetvlamino-4-bromo-8.9- methylene-
dioxv-l.2.3.4.4a.1Ob-hexahydrobenzorb.dlDvrone-6 (9): To a well-stirred
suspension of acetylamino carboxylic acid 1 (145.3 g, 0.48 mol) in tetra-
hydrofuran (2 L) powdered N-bromosuccinimide (89.0 g, 0.497 mol) is added
in a single portion. Most of the solid dissolves, and a crystalline material
begins to separate. After stirring for 1 hour the reaction mixture is
cooled in an ice bath, then the precipitate is collected by filtration,
washed with cold tetrahydrofurane, and dried. Yield: 175.5 g (93.3%);
m.p. 265-267", lit. 270'.

4aH-r lH-trans.lObH-cis.1-Acetylamino-8.9-Methylenedioxy-1.2.4a.10b-
tetrahydrodibenzo[b.dlyrone-6 (12): A mixture of acetylaminobromolactone
9 (456.1 g, 1.163 mol) and DBU (182 g, 1.2 mol) in pyridine (5.0 L) is
kept at reflux for 84 hours under anhydrous conditions. After cooling
overnight a crystalline material precipitates. The solid is filtered off
and slurred with water for 10 minutes, filtered, and air-dried. The filtrate
is evaporated to dryness at oil vacuum pressure, and the solid residue is
slurred in water for 10 minutes, filtered, air-dried, and.combined with
the previous precipitate. Yield: 339.0 g (93.7%); m.p. 270-272, lit.
263-267".

4aH- r, 1H- trans. I -Hydroxy- 8.9 -methylenedoxv-1.4.4a. l0b-tetrahvdro-
6(5H)-vhenanthridone (11): A mixture of acetylaminolactone IQ (60.0 g,
0.193 mol) and ethanol (150 mL) is treated with a solution of NaOH (30 g)
in water (150 mL), then the reaction is heated to 90-95"C, and kept at
that temperature for 8 hours. A small amount of water is added periodically
to dissolve a solid that separates. The reaction mixture is allowed to
cool to room temperature overnight, the precipitated solid is collected by
filtration, washed with water and dried in air. The filtrate is acidified
with concentrated hydrochloric acid, the resulting precipitate is filtered,
washed with water (3 x 100 mL) snd dried in air. Both precipitated solids
are found to be identical therefore they are combined, however, NMR-analysis
indicates the presence of substantial amounts of starting material. The
product is redissolved in 20% sodium hydroxide (300 mL), kept at 120' for
five hours, cooled, and reprecipitated. Repeating the procedure five
times the obtained product does not show any more contamination. Yield:
94.0 g; m.p. 260-280' (dec.), lit. 265-280' (dec.).

4 aH-r. 1H- trans., -(21 -Tetrahydroyranlox) -8. 9-mehylenedoxy..
1.4.4a.lOb-tetrahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone (1Z): To a suspension of hydroxy-
phenanthridone fi (50 g, 0.193 mol) in dichloromethane (1.5 L) is added
dihydropyran (70 mL, 0.857 mol) and p-toluene sulfonic acid (8.0 g). The
reaction mixture is stirred for 72 hours with intermittent warming to 35'.
The undissolved starting material is removed- by filtration and the filtrate
is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x 500 mL) and
water (500 mL). The' organic layer is dried with sodium sulfate and evapor-
ated to obtain a solid. Ethanol (25 mL) and ether (500 mL) are added to
the solid and kept overnight at room temperature. The solid is filtered,
washed with ether (2 x 200 mL) and air-dried to yield a white crystalline
material. Yield: 54.0 g; m.p. 218'.
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N 4aH-r.l H-trans. 1- (2'-Tetrahvdropyranyloxy)-2.3-eoxy-8.9-mehylenedioy-

1.4.4a.10b-tetrahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone (11): Phenanthridone derivative
12 (82.0 g, 0.239 mol) and 3-chloroperoxybenzoic acid (82.0 g, 0.478 mol)
are dissolved in methylene chloride (1.4 L) and stirred for two days. The
organic solution is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x
600 mL) and water (2 x 500 mL), dried over sodium sulfate and concentrated
under reduced pressure to a volume of approx. 75 m. Ether (200 m) is
added and the resulting precipitate is collected by filtration and washed
with ether (100 ml). Yield: 71.1 g; m.p. 243", lit. 250".

4H- r. H-trans, 2H-cis,lObH-trans.l-(2 -Tetrahydropyranyloxy) 2-hvdroxT-
8.9-methylenedioxy-l.2.4a.10b-tetrahydro-6(5H)-phenanthridone (14): To a

suspension of diphenyldiselenide (25.3 g, 0.081 mol) in anhydrous ethanol
(500 mL) is added sodium borohydride (6.5 g, 0.17 mol) in small portions,
while controlling the temperature with an ice bath. To the clear solution
epoxide 13 (54.0 g, 0.15 mol) is added in one portion, then the reaction
mixture is maintained at reflux temperature for two hours. Subsequently,
the volume of the reaction solution is reduced to 250 ml by evaporation under
reduced pressure, tetrahydrofurane (750 mL) is added, and the temperature is
adjusted to about 3* in an ice bath. Hydrogen peroxide (30 wt. %, 250 mL,
2.2 mol equiv.) is slowly added while stirring, during which time a white
solid precipitates. The reaction mixture is heated to reflux temperature,

. and reflux is maintained for 7 hours during which time all the solid dissol-
yes and the reaction mixture becomes dark in color. Upon cooling, water
(2 L) is added and the mixture is extracted with ethyl acetate (3 x 700 aL).
The organic phase is washed with water (2 x 500 mL), dried over sodium sul-
fate, and upon evaporation of the solvent a white solid is obtained, which
is washed with ether (2 x 200 mL). Yield: 38.5 g; m.p. 230-235"; lit. 232".
The product (7 g) is recrystallized from ethanol to give 6.7 g pure product.

4aH - r. 1H-trans. 2H - cis. lObH - trans .1 -Hvdroxv- 2-acetox- 8.9-methYlenedioxv-
1.2.4a.10b-tetrahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone (U5): A mixture of intermediate
14 (20.0 g, 55 mmol), acetic anhydride (400 mL), and dimethylaminopyridine
(500 mg) are kept at reflux for 30 minutes. The excess acetic anhydride
is evaporated under reduced pressure, and the residual acetic anhydride is
coevaporated with ethanol (50 mL) twice. The obtained product is suspended
in ethanol (400 mL), p-toluene-sulfonic acid (500 mg) is added and the
mixture is kept at reflux for 3 hours. After cooling the product is col-
lected by filtration, and upon concentrating the filtrate a second pre-
cipitate is obtained. Yield: 10.0 g (56.6%) m.p. 254* (dec.)

4aH-r. 1H-trans.2H-cis.3H-trans.4H-trans.lObH-trans.l.3.4-Trihydroxy-
2 -acetoxy-8.9-methylenedioxy-l.2.3.4.4a.1Ob-hexahydro-6(5H)Rhenanthridone
(1k): A solution of intermediate 15 (9.8 gi 31 mmol) in acetone (900 mL)
and t-butanol (300 ml.) is combined with a solutin of osmium tetroxide (200
ag) and N-methylmorpholine N-oxide (7.2 g, 61 mmol) in acetone (40 mL), t-
butanol (40 aL) and water (20 ml). After 25 hours additional N-methylmor-
pholine N-oxide (3.0 g, 2.5 amol) and osmium tetroxide (50 m~g) are added, and
the mixture is left over a three-day period. The solvent is evaporated under
reduced pressure below 35", and the residue is purified on a silica gel
column with dichloromethane-methanol 9:1 (6 L) as the eluant. The combined
fractions containing monoacetyl product 16 are combined, the volume is
reduced to ca. 50 mL, and the resulting crystalline precipitate is collected
by filtration to give 1.51 g (14%) of compound I&, m.p. 277" (decomp.).
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Experimental1 0 11

Ethyl-trans-2-(3'.4'-methylenedioxyvhenyl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxylic
a ) (a): Piperonal (500 g, 3.33 mol) is dissolved in tetrahydrofurane
(3 L), and the solution is cooled below 5" in an ice bath. Allylmagnesium
chloride solution (2000 mL, 4.0 mol) is added over a 2 hour period while

* maintaining the temperature below 5*. After completion of addition, the
reaction mixture is stirred an additional 30 minutes at low temperature.
Then it is allowed to warm up to room temperature and kept there for three
hours.

After cooling again below 5* a saturated ammonium chloride solution
(I L) is added during a 40 minute interval. The organic layer is separated
and washed with brine (4 L) several times, and the aqueous layer is washed
with chloroform (1 L). The combined organic layers are dried over sodium
sulfate, filtered, and the solvent is removed under reduced pressure.
Upon eliminating any remaining solvent under high vacuum, the resulting
oil is applied in the subsequent reaction without further purification.

The obtained allyl carbinol derivative 2a (309 g) ethyl acrylate (195 g)
and p-toluene sulfonic acid (54 g) are kept in a sealed bomb at 175-185 °
for six hours. Upon cooling the reaction mixture is submitted to distilla-
tion under reduced pressure to eliminate excess ethyl acrylate. The residue
is dissolved in ether (3 L), the organic layer is washed with water (1 L),
5% sodium bicarbonate solution (1 L), and water (1 L). After drying with
sodium sulfate overnight the solvent is taken off under reduced pressure
and the residual oil is fractionally distilled where the desired product
boils at 145-155"/0.25 mm Hg, yield 263 g (90%). (Overall yield 29%)

trans-2-(3'.4'-Methylenedioxvphenyl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxylic acid
(4): A solution of sodium metal (10 g, 0.435 mol) in ethanol (300 mL) is
combined with a solution of phenyl ester I in ethanol (300 ml.), and the
resulting mixture is kept at reflux for 2 hours. Water (60 mL) is added
to the reaction mixture and reflux is continued for 4 more hours. The
ethanol is evaporated under reduced pressure, the residue is dissolved in
water (1 L) and washed with ether ( 3 x 300 ml.). Upon cooling the aqueous
layer, the pH is adjusted to pH 2 with conc. hydrochloric acid (prox. 25
mL), stirred for 30 minutes, and the precipitate is collected by filtration.
The product is washed with water and air-dried to yield 81.1 g (90.3%) of
acid _; m.p. 101-102 ° , lit. 102-103".

4aH-r.lObH-trans-8.9-Methyenedoxy-3.4.4a.lOb-terahydro-6(5H)-phenan-
thridn (§): Carboxylic acid 4 (200 g, 0.81 mol) is dissolved in acetone
(1 L), water (200 mL) and triethylamine (82 g, 0.81 mol) is added, and the

* mixture is cooled in. an ice bath. A solution of ethyl chloroformate (87.4 g,
0.81 tol) in acetone (200 ml) is added slowly while stirring. Two hours
after completion a solution of sodium azide (80 g, 1.23 tol) in water
(200 mL) is added slowly during a one hour interval, followed by two hours
of stirring at the lowered temperature. A mixture of toluene (1 L) and
water (1.5 L) is added and stirring is continued for an additional 1.5
hours. The organic layer is separated, the aqueous layer washed with
toluene (300 mL), and the combined organic layers are washed with water (2
x 1 L) and dried over sodium sulfate.
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After filtering, the obtained solution is concentrated to 1700 mL
under diminished pressure at 45', followed by maintaining the concentrated
solution at reflux for 4 hours. When TLC shows the disappearare of starting
material the solution is cooled, and the solvent is evaporated under reduced
pressure to leave I as a light tan colored oil, which is used in the next
step without further purification.

The oily product I is cooled in an ice-water bath and carefully treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (400 mL, 3.0 mol). The reaction mixture
is allowed to stand at room temperature overnight. The crystalline solid
that separates is filtered, washed with ether (3 x 200 mL) and dried in
air; yield 155.0 g. The filtrate is evaporated to dryness under high
vacuum, the residue is dissolved in ether (400 mL) and washed with ice-
cold water (2 x 500 mL). The organic layer is dried over anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated to dryness. The obtained residue is again treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (25 mL) and worked up as previously described
to yield 4.4 g of additional product, which is identical to the main crop
and hence they are combined. Total yield: 159.4 g (80.9%); m.p. 220-221"
lit 220 ° .

4aH-r-lObH-trans-5-Acetl-L9-methylenedioxy-3.4.4a.10b-H-tetrhydro-
6(5H)Rhenanthridone (2): A mixture of tetrahydrophenanthridone k (50.0 g,

0.206 mol), acetic anhydride (500 mL) and DMAP (1.0 g) is refluxed for 4
hours. Upon cooling a solid precipitates from solution. The precipitateis collected by filtration and sucked to dryness. The filtrate is evaporated

under reduced pressure (40 ° ), the resulting solid is triturated with ethanol,
filtered, and the filter cake is combined with the one obtained previously.
After an additional trituration of the combined product with ethanol, the
solid is filtered off, washed with ice-cold ethanol and air dried. Yield:
40.0 g (62%); m.p. 155-157", lit. 157-1580.

4H-r.3H-trans.3-(3' .4'-Methylenedioxy-6'-carboxyhenyl) -4-acetamino-
1-cyclohexene (5): N-acetylphenanthridone 2 (60.0 g, 0.2 mol) is suspended
in methanol (1 L), then a solution of potassium hydroxide (22.4 g, 0.4 mol)
in water (400 ml.) is added, and the flask is immersed in a water bath
preheated to 80'. The reaction mixture reaches a temperature of 70"C, and
the reaction is kept at that temperature for 15 minutes. When cooled to
room temperature a white solid starts to separate. The volume of the
reaction mixture is reduced to 400 mL and the resulting precipitate is
collected by filtration, washed with water (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air.
It can be shown that the obtained precipitate is starting material Z.

The filtrate is cooled in an ice bath and acidified with con. hydro-
chloric acid to form a white precipitate thalt is filtered off, washed with
water (2 x 25 mL) ahd dried in air. This product agrees in its spectral
and analytical data with the structural assignment for 1, hence it is
taken in the next step without further purification. Yield: 40.0 g (62%);
m.p. 200-201*, lit. 198-201'. Recovered starting material: 20.5 g (37.0%).
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4aH-r.IH-trans.lObH-cis.4H -trans.1-Acetylamino-4-bromo-8.9-meth lene-
dioxy-l.2.3.4.4a.lOb-hexahydrobenzorb.dlvyrone-6 (2): To a well-stirred
suspension of acetylamino carboxylic acid § (145.3 g, 0.48 mol) in tetra-
hydrofuran (2 L) powdered N-bromosuccinimide (89.0 g, 0.497 mol) is added
in a single portion. Most of the solid dissolves, and a crystalline material
begins to sep&rate. After stirring for 1 hour the reaction mixture is
cooled in an ice bath, then the precipitate is collected by filtration,
washed with cold tetrahydrofurane, and dried. Yield: 175.5 g (93.3%);
m.p. 265-267*, lit. 270".

4aH-r. IH-trans.lObH-cis.,-Acetylamino-8.9-me thylenedioxy-I.2.4a.10b-
tetrahydrodibenzofb.dlpyrone-6 (1.0): A mixture of acetylaminobromolactone
9 (456.1 g, 1.163 mol) and DBU (182 g, 1.2 mol) in pyridine (5.0 L) is
kept at reflux for 84 hours under anhydrous conditions. After cooling
overnight a crystalline material precipitates. The solid is filtered off
and slurred with water for 10 minutes, filtered, and air-dried. The filtrate
is evaporated to dryness at oil vacuum pressure, and the solid residue is
slurred in water for 10 minutes, filtered, air-dried, and combined with
the previous precipitate. Yield: 339.0 g (93.7%); m.p. 270-272", lit.

t 263-267".

4aH-r. 1H-trans l-Hydroxy- 8.9-methylenedioxy-l.4.4a.lOb-tetrahvdro-
6(5H)-phenanthridone (1I): A mixture of acetylaminolactone 10 (60.0 g,
0.193 mol) and ethanol (150 mL) is treated with a solution of NaOH (30 g)
in water (150 mL), then the reaction is heated to 90-95°C, and kept at
that temperature for 8 hours. A small amount of water is added periodically
to dissolve a solid that separates. The reaction mixture is allowed to
cool to room temperature overnight, the precipitated solid is collected by
filtration, washed with water and dried in air. The filtrate is acidified
with concentrated hydrochloric acid, the resulting precipitate is filtered,
washed with water (3 x 100 mL) and dried in air. Both precipitated solids
are found to be identical therefore they are combined, however, NMR-analysis
indicates the presence of substantial amounts of starting material. The
product is redissolved in 20% sodium hydroxide (300 mL), kept at 120" for
five hours, cooled, and reprecipitated. Repeating the procedure five
times the obtained product does not show any more contamination. Yield:
94.0 g; m.p. 260-280* (dec.), lit. 265-280' (dec.).

4aH-r. IH-trans.l-(2'-Tetrahydropyranlox)-8.9-methylenedioxy-
1.4.4a.10b-tetrahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone (,): To a suspension of hydroxy-
phenanthridone 11 (50 g, 0.193 mol) in dichloromethane (1.5 L) is added
dihydropyran (70 mL, 0.857 mol) and p-toluene sulfonic acid (8.0 g). The
reaction mixture is stirred for 72 hours with intermittent warming to 35".
The undissolved starting material is removed by filtration and the filtrate
is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x 500 mL) and
water (500 mL). The organic layer is dried with sodium sulfate and evapor-
ated to obtain a solid. Ethanol (25 mL) and ether (500 mL) are added to
the solid and kept overnight at room temperature. The solid is filtered,
washed with ether (2 x 200 mL) and air-dried to yield a white crystalline
material. Yield: 54.0 g; m.p. 218'.
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4aH-r. IH-trans.l- (2'-Tetrahydropyranyloxy)-2.3-eox-8.9-methlenedoxy-
1.4.4a.10b-tetrahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone (11): Phenanthridone derivative
12 (82.0 g, 0.239 mol) and 3-chloroperoxybenzoic acid (82.0 g, 0.478 mol)
are dissolved in methylene chloride (1.4 L) and stirred for two days. The
organic solution is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x
600 mL) and water (2 x 500 mL), dried over sodium sulfate and concentrated
under reduced pressure to a volume of approx. 75 mL. Ether (200 mL) is
added and the resulting precipitate is collected by filtration and washed
with ether (100 mL). Yield: 71.1 g; m.p. 243*, lit. 2500.

4H-r. 1H-trans,2H-cis lObH-trans.1-(2'-TetrahydropvranloxT)-2-hdrov-
8.9-methylenedioxy-l.2.4a.10b-tetrahydro-6(5H)-phenanthridone (14): To a
suspension of diphenyldiselenide (25.3 g, 0.081 mol) in anhydrous ethanol
(500 mL) is added sodium borohydride (6.5 g, 0.17 mol) in small portions,
while controlling the temperature with an ice bath. To the clear solution
epoxide 13 (54.0 g, 0.15 mol) is added in one portion, then the reaction
mixture is maintained at reflux temperature for two hours. Subsequently,
the volume of the reaction solution is reduced to 250 ml, by evaporation
under reduced pressure, tetrahydrofurane (750 mL) is added, and the tempera-
ture is adjusted to about 3" in an ice bath. Hydrogen peroxide (30 wt. %,
250 mL, 2.2 mol equiv.) is slowly added while stirring, during which time
a white solid precipitates. The reaction mixture is heated to reflux
temperature, and reflux is maintained for 7 hours during which time all
the solid dissolves and the reaction mixture becomes dark in color. Upon
cooling, water (2 L) is added and the mixture is extracted with ethyl
acetate (3 x 700 mL). The organic phase is washed with water (2 x 500 mL),
dried over sodium sulfate, and upon evaporation of the solvent a white
solid is obtained, which is washed with ether (2 x 200 ml.). Yield: 38.5 g;
m.p. 230-235"; lit. 232.

The product (7 g) is recrystallized from ethanol to give 6.7 g pure
product.

4aH-r.1H-trans2H-cis.3Htrans4H-trans.lObHtrans.l-(2'-tetrahydr".
gvranyloxy)-2.3.4-trihydroxy-8.9-methylenedioxy-1.2.3.4.4a.10b-hexahydro-
6(5H)Dhenanthridone (15): Osmium tetroxide (100 mg) is added to a solution
of methylmorpholine-N-oxide (2.2 g) dissolved in t-butanol (25 mL), acetone
(25 mL) and water (20 mL), and the mixture is stirred for 10 minutes. A
warm solution of phenanthridone 1A (4.0 g, 11 mmol) in t-butanol (200 mL)
and acetone (200 mL) is added to the osmium tetroxide solution over a five
minute period. TLC Indicates that after 24 hours the reaction shows about
60% conversion, therefore 500 mg N-methylaorpholine-N-oxide and 50 mg of
osmiumtetroxide are added. After another 24-hour period and 95% conversion
the reaction is terminated by evaporating thi solvent under reduced pressure
at 35"C bath temperature. The resulting tarry residue is triturated with

1ethanol (25 ml.), the ethanol is evaporated, another trituration with ethanol
(25 mL) leaves the product as a crystalline suspension in ethanol, and
upon filtration product U is obtained as a pale-yellow solid; yield 3.6 g
(82%), m.p. 222-224*. This material is used in the next step without
further purification.
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4aH-r. 1H- trans, 2H-cis, 3H- trans. 4H- rans. lObH- trans. 1.2.3.4-tetrahydro_-
8.9-methyIenedioxy-1. 2. 3.4.4a.10b-exahydo-6f5H)-phenanthridone (16):
Trihydroxy compound 15 (3.4 g, 8.6 mmol) is suspended in ethanol (150 mL),

. and p-toluene sulfonlic acid (200 ug) is added. The reaction mixture is
heated to reflux, and TLC (Silica gel; chloroform-methanol 6:1) indicates
that the reaction reaches completion after 3 hours at reflux. During
reflux the reaction mixture turns clear after about 14 hours and a product
starts to crystallize. Upon cooling the precipitated crystals are collected
by filtration, the mother liquor produces a second crop after concentration
and the combined precipitates are recrystallized from acetic acid (250 mL).
Since the obtained material shows impurities, a second recrystallization

from water produces tetrahydroxy compound 16 as an analytically pure, off-
white amorphous powder. Yield: 57%, m.p. 308* (dec.); lit.

°-
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Ex~erimental 10'11

Ethyl-trans-2-(3'.4'-methylenedioxvphenvl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxylic
ncid (2): Piperonal (500 g, 3.33 mol) is dissolved in tetrahydrofurane (3 L)
and the solution is cooled below 5" in an ice bath. Allylmagnesium chloride
solution (2000 mL, 4.0 mol) is added over a 2h hour period while maintaining
the temperature below 5". After completion of addition, the reaction
mixture is stirred an additional 30 minutes at low temperature. Then it
is allowed to warm up to room temperature and kept there for three hours.

After cooling again below 5" a saturated ammonium chloride solution
(I L) is added during a 40 minute interval. The organic layer is separated
and washed with brine (4 L) several times, and the aqueous layer is washed
with chloroform (I L). The combined organic layers are dried over sodium

, ,sulfate, filtered, and the solvent is removed under reduced pressure.
Upon eliminating any remaining solvent under high vacuum, the resulting
oil is applied in the subsequent reaction without further purification.

%: The obtained allyl carbinol derivative 2, (309 g) ethyl acrylate (195 g)
and p-toluene sulfonic acid (54 g) are kept in a sealed bomb at 175-1850
for six hours. Upon cooling the reaction mixture is submitted to distilla-

Vtion under reduced pressure to eliminate excess ethyl acrylate. The residue
is dissolved in ether (3 L), the organic layer is washed with water (1 L),

.5% sodium bicarbonate solution (1 L), and water (1 L). After drying with
Nsodium sulfate overnight the solvent is taken off under reduced pressure

* and the residual oil is fractionally distilled where the desired product
boils at 145-155"/0.25 mm Hg, yield 263 g (90%). (Overall yield 29%).

,p-

trans-2-(3'.4'-Methylenedioxvphenyl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxylic acid
(4): A solution of sodium metal (10 g, 0.435 mol) in ethanol (300 mL) is
combined with a solution of phenyl ester I in ethanol (300 mL), and the
resulting mixture is kept at reflux for 2 hours. Water (60 mL) is added
to the reaction mixture and reflux is continued for 4 more hours. The
ethanol is evaporated under reduced pressure, the residue is dissolved in

., water (1 L) and washed with ether ( 3 x 300 mL). Upon cooling the aqueous

layer, the pH is adjusted to pH 2 with conc. hydrochloric acid (prox. 25
mL), stirred for 30 minutes, and the precipitate is collected by filtration.

lThe product is washed with water and air-dried to yield 81.1 g (90.3%) of
acid _4; m.p. 101-102", lit. 102-103".

* 4aH-r.lObH-trans-8.9-Methylenedioxv-3.4.4a.lOb-tetrahydro-6(H)Rhenan-

thridone (J): Carboxylic acid - (200 g, 0.81 mol) is dissolved in acetone
(1 L), water (200 mL) and triethylazine (82 g, 0.81 mol) is added, and the
mixture is cooled in an ice bath. A solution of ethyl chloroformate (87.4 g,
0.81 mol) in acetone (200 ml) is added slowly while stirring. Two hours
after completion a solution of sodium azide (80 g, 1.23 mol) in water
(200 mL) is added slowly during a one hour interval, followed by two hours
of stirring at the lowered temperature. A mixture of toluene (1 L) and water
(1.5 L) is added and stirring is continued for an additional 1.5 hours. The

Zorganic layer is separated, the aqueous layer washed with toluene (300 mL),
and the combined organic layers are washed with water (2 x 1 L) and dried
over sodium sulfate.
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After filtering, the obtained solution is concentrated to 1700 mL
under diminished pressure at 45", followed by maintaining the concentrated
solution ac reflux for 4 hours. When TLC shows the disappearance of starting
material the solution is cooled, and the solvent is evaporated under reduced
pressure to leave , as a light tan colored oil, which is used in the next
step without further purification.

The oily product I is cooled in an ice-water bath and carefully treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (400 mL, 3.0 mol). The reaction mixture
is allowed to stand at room temperature overnight. The crystalline solid
that separates is filtered, washed with ether (3 x 200 ml) and dried in
air; yield 155.0 g. The filtrate is evaporated to dryness under high
vacuum, the residue is dissolved in ether (400 mL) and washed with ice-
cold water (2 x 500 ml). The organic layer is dried over anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated to dryness. The obtained residue is again treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (25 mL) and worked up as previously described
to yield 4.4 g of additional product, which is identical to the main crop
and hence they are combined. Total yield: 159.4 g (80.9%); m.p. 220-221*
lit 220*.

4aH-r-IObH-trans-5-Acetyl-8.9-methylenedioxy-3.4.4a.10b-H-tetrehydro-
6(5H)Dhenanthridone (2): A mixture of tetrahydrophenanthridone A (50.0 g,
0.206 mol), acetic anhydride (500 mL) and DMAP (1.0 g) is refluxed for 4
hours. Upon cooling a solid precipitates from solution. The precipitate
is collected by filtration and sucked to dryness. The filtrate is evaporated
under reduced pressure (40*), the resulting solid is triturated with ethanol,
filtered, and the filter cake is combined with the one obtained previously.
After an additional trituration of the combined product with ethanol, the
solid is filtered off, washed with ice-cold ethanol and air dried. Yield:
40.0 g (62%); m.p. 155-157", lit. 157-1580.

4H-r.3H-trans.3-(3'.4'-Methylenedioxy-6'-carboxyvhenyl)-4-acetamino-
l-cyclohexene (§-): N-acetylphenanthridone 2 (60.0 g, 0.2 mol) is suspended
in methanol (1 L), then a solution of potassium hydroxide (22.4 g, 0.4 mol)
in water (400 ml) is added, and the flask is immersed in a water bath
preheated to 80". The reaction mixture reaches a temperature of 70°C, and
the reaction is kept at that temperature for 15 minutes. When cooled to
room temperature a white solid starts to separate. The volume of the
reaction mixture is reduced to 400 ml and the resulting precipitate is
collected by filtration, washed with water (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air.
It can be shown that the obtained precipitate is starting material 2.

The filtrate is cooled in an ice bath and acidified with con. hydro-
chloric acid to form a white precipitate thdt is filtered off, washed with
water (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air. This product agrees in its spectral
and analytical data with the structural assignment for f1, hence it is
taken in the next step without further purification. Yield: 40.0 g (62%);
m.p. 200-201*, lit. 198-201 ° . Recovered starting material: 20.5 g (37.0%).
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4aH-r.IH-trans.lObH-is.4H-trans1-Acetylmino-4-bromo-8.9-methylene-
dioxy-l.2.3.4.4a.1Ob-hexahydrobenzofb.dlvyrone-6 (2): To a well-stirred
suspension of acetylamino carboxylic acid 1 (145.3 g, 0.48 mol) in tetra-
hydrofuran (2 L) powdered N-bromosuccinimide (89.0 g, 0.497 mol) is added
in a single portion. Most of the solid dissolves, and a crystalline material
begins to separate. After stirring for 1 hour the reaction mixture is
cooled in an ice bath, then the precipitate is collected by filtration,
washed with cold tetrahydrofurane, and dried. Yield: 175.5 g (93.3%);
m.p. 265-267", lit. 270'.

4aH-r.lH-trans.lObH-cis.l-Acetylamino-8.9-methylenedioxy-l.2.4a.lOb-
tetrahydrodibenzo[b.dlpyrone-6 (12): A mixture of acetylaminobromolactone

(456.1 g, 1.163 mol) and DBU (182 g, 1.2 mol) in pyridine (5.0 L) is kept
at reflux for 84 hours under anhydrous conditions. After cooling overnight
a crystalline material precipitates. The solid is filtered off and slurred
with water for 10 minutes, filtered, and air-dried. The filtrate is evapo-
rated to dryness at oil vacuum pressure, and the solid residue is slurred
in water for 10 minutes, filtered, air-dried, and combined with the previous
precipitate. Yield: 339.0 g (93.7%); m.p. 270-272", lit. 263-2670.

4aH-r. 1H-trans.l-Hydroxy-89-methylenedioxv-l.4.4alOb-tetrahydro-
6(5H)-phenanthridone (I1): A mixture of acetylaminolactone 10 (60.0 g,

*"'0.193 mol) and ethanol (150 mL) is treated with a solution of NaOH (30 g)
. in water (150 mL), then the reaction is heated to 90-95"C, and kept at

that temperature for 8 hours. A small amount of water is added periodically
to dissolve a solid that separates. The reaction mixture is allowed to
cool to room temperature overnight, the precipitated solid is collected by
filtration, washed with water and dried in air. The filtrate is acidified
with concentrated hydrochloric acid, the resulting precipitate is filtered,
washed with water (3 x 100 mL) and dried in air. Both precipitated solids
are found to be identical therefore they are combined, however, kM-analysis
indicates the presence of substantial amounts of starting material. The
product is redissolved in 20% sodium hydroxide (300 mL), kept at 120' for
five hours, cooled, and reprecipitated. Repeating the procedure five
times the obtained product does not show any more contamination. Yield:
94.0 g; m.p. 260-280" (dec.), lit. 265-280" (dec.).

4aH- r. li- trans.I- (2'-TetrahydrO~yranyloxy) -8 9-methylenedioxLv-:
1. 4.4a.1Ob-tetrahvdro-6(5H)phenanthridone (12): To a suspension of hydroxy-
phenanthridone 11 (50 g, 0.193 mol) in dichloromethane (1.5 L) is added
dihydropyran (70 mL, 0.857 mol) and p-toluene sulfonic acid (8.0 g). The
reaction mixture is stirred for 72 hours with intermittent warming to 35".
The undissolved starting material is removed by filtration and the filtrate
is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x 500 mL) and
water (500 mL). The.organic layer is dried with sodium sulfate and evapor-
ated to obtain a solid. Ethanol (25 mL) and ether (500 mL) are added to
the solid and kept overnight at room temperature. The solid is filtered,

2d! washed with ether (2 x 200 mL) and air-dried to yield a white crystalline
material. Yield: 54.0 g; m.p. 218'.
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4aH-r.lH-trans.I- (2'-TetrahydroDyranylox)-2.3-eox-8.9-merhylenedioxy-
1.4.4a.l0b-tetrahydro-6(5H)phenanthridone (12): Phenanthridone derivative
12 (82.0 g, 0.239 mol) and 3-chloroperoxybenzoic acid (82.0 g, 0.478 mol)
are dissolved in methylene chloride (1.4 L) and stirred for two days. The
organic solution is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x
600 mL) and water (2 x 500 mL), dried over sodium sulfate and concentrated
under reduced pressure to a volume of approx. 75 mL. Ether (200 mL) is
added and the resulting precipitate is collected by filtration and washed
with ether (100 ml). Yield: 71.1 g; m.p. 243", lit. 250".

4H-r.1H-trans.2H-cis.10bH-trans.l-(2'-Tetrahydropyranyloxy)-2-hydroxy-
8.9-methylenedioxy-l.2.4a.10b-tetrahdro-6(5H)-phenanthridone (14): To a
suspension of diphenyldiselenide (25.3 g, 0.081 mol) in anhydrous ethanol
(500 mL) is added sodium borohydride (6.5 g, 0.17 mol) in small portions,
while controlling the temperature with an ice bath. To the clear solution
epoxide U (54.0 g, 0.15 mol) is added in one portion, then the reaction
mixture is maintained at reflux temperature for two hours. Subsequently,
the volume of the reaction solution is reduced to 250 ml by evaporation under
reduced pressure, tetrahydrofurane (750 mL) is added, and the temperature
is adjusted to about 3" in an ice bath. Hydrogen peroxide (30 wt. %, 250
mL, 2.2 mol equiv.) is slowly added while stirring, during which time
a white solid precipitates. The reaction mixture is heated to reflux

" temperature, and reflux is maintained for 7 hours during which time all
the solid dissolves and the reaction mixture becomes dark in color. Upon
cooling, water (2 L) is added and the mixture is extracted with ethyl
acetate (3 x 700 ml). The organic phase is washed with water (2 x 500
mL), dried over sodium sulfate, and upon evaporation of the solvent a
white solid is obtained, which is washed with ether (2 x 200 mL). Yield:
38.5 g; m.p. 230-235"; lit. 232 °. The product (7 g) is recrystallized
from ethanol to give 6.7 g pure product.

4aH-r.IH-trans.2H-cis.3H-tans4H-rans.lObH-trans.l.3.4-hydroxy-2-
acetoxvg.9-methylenedioxv-l.2.3.4.4a.1Obhexahydro6(H)henanthridone
(1&): Osmium tetroxide (100 mg) is added to a solution of methylmorpholine-
N-oxide (2.2 g) dissolved in t-butanol (25 ml), acetone (25 ml) and water
(20 ml), and the mixture is stirred for 10 minutes. A warm solution of
phenanthridone 14 (4.0 g, 11 mmol) in t-butanol (200 mL) and acetone (200
mL) is added to the osmium tetroxide solution over a five minute period.

0TLC indicates that after 24 hours the reaction shows about 60% conversion,
therefore 500 mg N-methylmorpholine-N-oxide and 50 mg of osmiumtetroxide
are added. After another 24-hour period and 95% conversion the reaction
is terminated by evaporating the solvent under reduced pressure at 35*C
bath temperature. The resulting tarry residue is triturated with ethanol
(25 mL), the ethanol is evaporated, another trituration with ethanol (25
mL) leaves the product as a crystalline suspension in ethanol, and upon
filtration product 15 is obtained as a pale-yellow solid; yield 3.6 g
(820), m.p. 222-224". This material is used in the next step without
further purification.
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4aH-r. 1H- trans. 2H-cis. 3H- trans. 4H- trans lbH- trans. 1. 2.3.4-tetrahydroy-
8.9-methylenedioxy-1. 2.3.4.4a. lOb-hexahydro-6(5H) -Dhenanthridone (U7):
Trihydroxy compound 15 (3.4 g, 8.6 mmol) is suspended in ethanol (150 mL),
and p-toluene sulfonic acid (200 mg) is added. The reaction mixture is
heated to reflux, and TLC (Silica gel; chloroform-methanol 6:1) indicates
that the reaction reaches completion after 3 hours at reflux. During
reflux the reaction mixture turns clear after about It hours and a product
starts to crystallize. Upon cooling the precipitated crystals are collected
by filtration, the mother liquor produces a second crop after concentration
and the combined precipitates are recrystallized from acetic acid (250 mL).
Since the obtained material shows impurities, a second recrystallization
from water produces tetrahydroxy compound jj as an analytically pure, off-
white amorphous powder. Yield: 57%, m.p. 308" (dec.); lit.

p

p.
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AVS 360 TA was synthesized according to the following scheme:
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Experimental*,11

Ethyl-trans-2-(3'.4'-methylenedioxyhenyl)-3-cyclohexene-l-carboxylic
acQd (Q): Piperonal (500 g, 3.33 mol) is dissolved in tetrahydrofurane (3 L,
and the solution is cooled below 5° in an ice bath. Allylmagnesium chloride

. solution (2000 ml., 4.0 mol) is added over a 24 hour period while maintaining
the temperature below 5". After completion of addition, the reaction
mixture is stirred an additional 30 minutes at low temperature. Then it
is allowed to warm up to room temperature and kept there for three hours.

After cooling again below 5* a saturated ammonium chloride solution
V' (1 L) is added during a 40 minute interval. The organic layer is separated

and washed with brine (4 L) several times, and the aqueous layer is washed
with chloroform (1 L). The combined organic layers are dried over sodium
sulfate, filtered, and the solvent is removed under reduced pressure.
Upon eliminating any remaining solvent under high vacuum, the resulting
oil is applied in the subsequent reaction without further purification.

The obtained allyl carbinol derivative 2 (309 g) ethyl acrylate (195 g)
and p-toluene sulfonic acid (54 g) are kept in a sealed bomb at 175-185°

for six hours. Upon cooling the reaction mixture is submitted to distilla-
tion under reduced pressure to eliminate excess ethyl acrylate. The residue

* is dissolved in ether (3 L), the organic layer is washed with water (1 L),
5% sodium bicarbonate solution (1 L), and water (1 L). After drying with
sodium sulfate overnight the solvent is taken off under reduced pressure
and the residual oil is fractionally distilled where the desired product
boils at 145-155*/0.25 mm Hg, yield 263 g (90%). (Overall yield 29%).

trans-2-(3'.4'-Methylenedioxyvhenyl)-3-cvclohexene-l-carboxvlic acid
(): A solution of sodium metal (10 g, 0.435 mol) in ethanol (300 mL) is
combined with a solution of phenyl ester 2 in ethanol (300 mL), and the
resulting mixture is kept at reflux for 2 hours. Water (60 mL) is added
to the reaction mixture and reflux is continued for 4 more hours. The
ethanol is evaporated under reduced pressure, the residue is dissolved in
water (1 L) and washed with ether ( 3 x 300 mL). Upon cooling the aqueous

'V layer, the pH is adjusted to pH 2 with conc. hydrochloric acid (prox. 25
mL), stirred for 30 minutes, and the precipitate is collected by filtration.
The product is washed with water and air-dried to yield 81.1 g (90.3%) of

0 acid _; m.p. 101-1020, lit. 102-103".

4aH-r.lObH-trans-S.9-Methylenedoxy-3.4.4a.lOb-tetrahydro-6(5H)-henan-
thridone (J): Carboxylic acid A (200 g, 0.81 mol) is dissolved in acetone
(1 L), water (200 aL) and trlethylamine (82 g, 0.81 mol) is added, and the
mixture is cooled in an ice bath. A solution% of ethyl chloroformate (87.4 g,
0.81 mol) in acetone (200 ml) is added slowly while stirring. Two hours
after completion a solution of sodium azide (80 g, 1.23 mol) in water (200
mL) Is added slowly during a one hour interval, followed by two hours of
stirring at the lowered temperature. A mixture of toluene (1 L) and water
(1,5 L) is added and stirring is continued for an additional 1.5 hours. The

organic layer is separated, the aqueous layer washed with toluene (300 mL),
and the combined organic layers are washed with water (2 x 1 L) and dried
over sodium sulfate.
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After filtering, the obtained solution is concentrated to 1700 mL
under diminished pressure at 45", followed by maintaining the concentrated
solution at reflux for 4 hours. When TLC shows the disappearance of starting
material the solution is cooled, and the solvent is evaporated under reduced
pressure to leave I as a light tan colored oil, which is used in the next
step without further purification.

The oily product I is cooled in an ice-water bath and carefully treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (400 mL, 3.0 mol). The reaction mixture
is allowed to stand at room temperature overnight. The crystalline solid
that separates is filtered, washed with ether (3 x 200 mL) and dried in
air; yield 155.0 g. The filtrate is evaporated to dryness under high
vacuum, the residue is dissolved in ether (400 ml.) and washed with ice-
cold water (2 x 500 mL). The organic layer is dried over anhydrous sodium
sulfate and evaporated to dryness. The obtained residue is again treated
with boron trifluoride etherate (25 mL) and worked up as previously described
to yield 4.4 g of additional product, which is identical to the main crop
and hence they are combined. Total yield: 159.4 g (80.9%); m.p. 220-221"
lit 220-.

4aH-r-lObH-trans-5-Acetyl-8.9-methylenedioxy-3.4.4a.lOb-H-tetrahydo-
6(5H)Dhenanthridone (2): A mixture of tetrahydrophenanthridone j (50.0 g,
0.206 mol), acetic anhydride (500 mL) and DMAP (1.0 g) is refluxed for 4
hours. Upon cooling a solid precipitates from solution. The precipitate
is collected by filtration and sucked to dryness. The filtrate is evaporated
under reduced pressure (40), the resulting solid is triturated with ethanol,
filtered, and the filter cake is combined with the one obtained previously.
After an additional trituration of the combined product with ethanol, the

V" solid is filtered off, washed with ice-cold ethanol and air dried. Yield:
40.0 g (62%); m.p. 155-157", lit. 157-158".

4H-r.3H-trans.3-(3' .4'-Methvlenedioxy-6'-carboxvyhenyl)-4-acetamino-
1-cyclohexene ( ): N-acetylphenanthridone 2 (60.0 g, 0.2 mol) is suspended
in methanol (1 L), then a solution of potassium hydroxide (22.4 g, 0.4 mol)
in water (400 mL) is added, and the flask is immersed in a water bath
preheated to 80*. The reaction mixture reaches a temperature of 70"C, and
the reaction is kept at that temperature for 15 minutes. When cooled to
room temperature a white solid starts to separate. The volume of the
reaction mixture is reduced to 400 ml and the resulting precipitate is
collected by filtration, washed with water (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air.
It can be shown that the obtained precipitate is starting material 2.

The filtrate is cooled in an ice bath and acidified with con. hydro-
chloric acid to form a white precipitate that is filtered off, washed with
water (2 x 25 mL) and dried in air. This product agrees in its spectral
and analytical data with the structural assignment for 1, hence it is
taken in the next step without further purification. Yield: 40.0 g (62%);

m.p. 200-201', lit. 198-201". Recovered starting material: 20.5 g (37.0%).
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4aH-r.lH-trans.lObH-cis.4H-trans.l-Acetvlamino-4-bromo-8.9-methylene-
dioxy-l.2.3.4.4a.10b-hexahydrobenzorb.dlDyrone-6 (2): To a well-stirred
suspension of acetylamino carboxylic acid 11 (145.3 g, 0.48 mol) in tetra-
hydrofuran (2 L) powdered N-bromosuccinimide (89.0 g, 0.497 mol) is added
in a single portion. Most of the solid dissolves, and a crystalline material
begins to separate. After stirring for 1 hour the reaction mixture is
cooled in an ice bath, then the precipitate is collected by filtration,
washed with cold tetrahydrofurane, and dried. Yield: 175.5 g (93.3%);
m.p. 265-267", lit. 270'.

N 4aH-r.IH-trans.lObH-cis.1-Acetylamino-8.9-methylenedioxy-.2.4a.10b-
tetrahydrodibenzo[b.dlpyrone-6 (U0): A mixture of acetylaminobromolactone
2 (456.1 g, 1.163 mol) and DBU (182 g, 1.2 mol) in pyridine (5.0 L) is
kept at reflux for 8h hours under anhydrous conditions. After cooling
overnight a crystalline material precipitates. The solid is filtered off
and slurred with water for 10 minutes, filtered, and air-dried. The filtrate
is evaporated to dryness at oil vacuum pressure, and the solid residue is
slurred in water for 10 minutes, filtered, air-dried, and combined with
the previous precipitate. Yield: 339.0 g (93.7%); m.p. 270-272", lit.
263-267".

4aH-r. 1H-trans.l-Hydroxy-8.9-methylenedioxv-l.4.4alOb-tetrahvdro-
6 (5H)henanthridone (1): A mixture of acetylaminolactone 10 (60.0 g,
0.193 mol) and ethanol (150 mL) is treated with a solution of NaOH (30 g)
in water (150 mL), then the reaction is heated to 90-95"C, and kept at
that temperature for 8 hours. A small amount of water is added periodically
to dissolve a solid that separates. The reaction mixture is allowed to
cool to room temperature overnight, the precipitated solid is collected by
filtration, washed with water and dried in air. The filtrate is acidified
with concentrated hydrochloric acid, the resulting precipitate is filtered,
washed with water (3 x 100 mL) and dried in air. Both precipitated solids
are found to be identical therefore they are combined, however, NMR-analysis
indicates the presence of substantial amounts of starting material. The
product is redissolved in 20% sodium hydroxide (300 mL), kept at 120' for
five hours, cooled, and reprecipitated. Repeating the procedure five
times the obtained product does not show any more contamination. Yield:
94.0 g; m.p. 260-280" (dec.), lit. 265-280" (dec.).

4aH-r. 1H- trans,1- (2'-Tetrahvdro~yranyloxy) -8.9-methylenedioxy-
1.4.4a.10b-tetrahvdro-6(5H)Rhenanthridone (12): To a suspension of hydroxy-
phenanthridone 11 (50 g, 0.193 mol) in dichloromethane (1.5 L) is added
dihydropyran (70 mL, 0.857 mol) and p-toluene sulfonic acid (8.0 g). The
reaction mixture is stirred for 72 hours with intermittent warming to 35° .
The undissolved starting material is removed' by filtration and the filtrate
is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x 500 UL) and
water (500 mL). The organic layer is dried with sodium sulfate and evapor-
ated to obtain a solid. Ethanol (25 mL) and ether (500 mL) are added to
the solid and kept overnight at room temperature. The solid is filtered,
washed with ether (2 x 200 mL) and air-dried to yield a white crystalline
material. Yield: 54.0 g; m.p. 218'.
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4aH-r.iH-trans .1- (2'.Tetrahydrovyranyloxy)-2.3-evox-8.9-methylenedioxy-
1.4.4a.lOb-tetrahydro-6(5H)Dhenanthridone (13): Phenanthridone derivative
J1 (82.0 g, 0.239 mol) and 3-chloroperoxybenzoic acid (82.0 g, 0.478 mol)
are dissolved in methylene chloride (1.4 L) and stirred for two days. The
organic solution is washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution (2 x
600 mL) and water (2 x 500 mL), dried over sodium sulfate and concentrated
under reduced pressure to a volume of approx. 75 mL. Ether (200 mL) is
added and the resulting precipitate is collected by filtration and washed
with ether (100 mL). Yield: 71.1 g; m.p. 243", lit. 250".

4H-r.lH-trans.2H-cis,lObH-transl-(2' -Tetrahydropyranyloxy)-2-hydroxy-
8.9-methylenedioxy-l.2.4a.10b-tetrahydro-6(5H)-phenanthridone (14): To a
suspension of diphenyldiselenide (25.3 g, 0.081 mol) in anhydrous ethanol
(500 mL) is added sodium borohydride (6.5 g, 0.17 mol) in small portions,
while controlling the temperature with an ice bath. To the clear solution
epoxide 1 (54.0 g, 0.15 mol) is added in one portion, then the reaction
mixture is maintained at reflux temperature for two hours. Subsequently,
the volume of the reaction solution is reduced to 250 mL by evaporation
under reduced pressure, tetrahydrofurane (750 mL) is added, and the tempera-
ture is adjusted to about 3° in an ice bath. Hydrogen peroxide (30 wt. %,
250 mL, 2.2 mol equiv.) is slowly added while stirring, during which time
a white solid precipitates. The reaction mixture is heated to reflux
temperature, and reflux is maintained for 7 hours during which time all
the solid dissolves and the reaction mixture becomes dark in color. Upon
cooling, water (2 L) is added and the mixture is extracted with ethyl
acetate (3 x 700 mL). The organic phase is washed with water (2 x 500 mL),
dried over sodium sulfate, and upon evaporation of the solvent a white
solid is obtained, which is washed with ether (2 x 200 mL). Yield: 38.5 g;
m.p. 230-235"; lit. 232.

The product (7 g) is recrystallized from ethanol to give 6.7 g pure
product.

4aH-r.lH-trans.2H-cis.3H-trans.4H-trans.lObH-trans-l-(2'-Tetrahydro-

vyranyloxv)-2.3.4-trihydroxy-8.9-methylenedioxv-1.2.3.4.4a.10b-hexahvdro-
6(5H)thenanthridone (,U): Osmium tetroxide (100 mg) is added to N-Methylmor-
pholine-N-oxide (5.5 g, 47 mmol), dissolved in a mixture of t-butanol
(30 mL), acetone (30 mL) and water (20 mL). A solution of intermediate 14
(10.0 g, 28 mmol) in t-butanol (500 mL) and acetone (200 mL) is added to
the osmium tetroxide solution and the resulting mixture is stirred for 24
hours, when additional N-methylmorpholine-N-oxide (4 g, 34 mmol( and osmium
tetroxide (100 g) is added. The reaction is completed after stirring an
additional 24 hours, and the solvent is removed under reduced pressure.
The residual solvent is eliminated by co-evaporation with ethanol (50 mL
twice). Upon trituration of the residue with ethanol (30 mL) the product
crystallizes and it is collected by filtration. Yield: 8.1 g (74%); m.p.
218' (decomp).

S.
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4aH-r. 1H- trans. 2H-cis. 3H- trans. 4H- trans., 0bH- trans. 1, 2.3.4-Tetraacetoxv-
S.9-methylenedioxy-1 .2.3.4.4a. l0b-heahydro-6(5H)phenanthridonre (1):
Intermediate U (3.4 g, 9.5 mmol) and p-toluene sulfonic acid monohydrate
(500 mg) are dissolved in ethanol (300 mL), and kept at reflux for 12
hours, while monitoring the reaction by TLC. Upon completion the volume
is reduced to about 40 mL, cooled, and the resulting product collected by
filtration. The obtained material is placed in acetic anhydride (200 niL)
containing dimethylamine pyridine (400 mg). After keeping the solution at
reflux for 10 hours the acetic anhydride is removed by distillation under
reduced pressure, the residual acetic anhydride is eliminated by co-evapora-
tion with ethanol (2 x 50 mL), and the solid residue is recrystallized
from acetone (200 mL) to yield 2.1 g (51%) of product; m.p. 306'.
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V. DISCUSSION OF UNCOM(PLETED TARGET COM~POUNDS

List of Compounds in Progress:

AVS 94 5-Hydroxy-1,2,3-triazole-4-carboxanide

AVS 136 5-Hydroxy-1-P-D-ribofuranosyl-1,2,3-triazole-
4- carboxamide

AVS 360 Lycoricidine triacetat.

-~AVS TFN Protected and unprotected Thiazofurin nitrile

Ribavirin Mietabolites

Prodrug Ester

AVS 206 Ribavirin aidine hydrochloride
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Structures of Compounds in Progress

AC0z d~ H 
Ac

H
AVS94 H 1

AVS136 AVS360

IC

H 

0
H H

PVS-TFN NHH- CI

NO

0

NO IN9
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N Q. 5-Hydroxv-l.2.3-triazole-4-carboxamide, AVS 94

AVS 94 will be synthesized according to the following scheme 12 .

0
/0 N3

/ N
\ IH + N

P VS 94

Presently the starting materials are being prepared to initiate the
synthesis of AVS 94.
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R. 5-Hvdroxy-l-B-D-ribofuranosvl-1,2.3-triazole-4-crboamide. AVS 136

AVS 136 vill be synthesized according to the following sheme's .

U0

H H IH

PVS136

Presently the 3tarting materials are being collected to initiate the
synthesis of AVS 136.

70



S. Lycoricidine triggetate. AVS 36010

A final preparation of Lycoricidine triacetate is being prepared,
using up all the intermediates left over from a preparation which was
submitted last year.

OCAc

CAC

H A

0 H

PVS36OMPAVS360

About 3 to 4 grams of AVS 360 can be expected to be shipped soon.
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T. Protected and unprotected Thiazofurin nitrile, AVS TFN

Triacetyl thiazofurin (50 S) has been dehydrated to form the carbo-
nitrile.

NS C N=-C

N. SN S
CH3ONa-CH3OH

Pck PCH H

AVS-TFN

A portion of the acetyicarbonitrile has been deprotected, and the
blockied and debiocked thiazofurin nitriles will be submitted in the near
future.
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U. Ribavirin Metabolites

The following three compounds, 1,2,4-triazole-3-carboxamide (j),
1,2,4-triazole-3-carboxylic acid (Q), and l-P-D-ribofuranosyl-l,2,4-triazole-
3-carboxylic acid (2), found to be metabolic intermediates of ribavirin
are presently being prepared, and their submission can be expected shortly.

0

HH
HH

0.
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Pro. u Ese14

It has been proposed to couple O-carbolines with ribavirin to possibly
form a new prodrug. Presently the synthetic steps are being investigated
to optimize reaction conditions.

Recently not much time had been allocated to pursue this project.
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W. Ribavirin amidine hydrochloride. AVS 2061,4

Recently the preparation of. 2 Kg of AVS 206 has been assigned to this
contract. This large-scale preparation necessitates the synthesis of
about 6 Kg of ribavirin, which will be performed according to previously
reported methods from this laboratory. The transformation of ribavirin to
AVS 206 will be accomplished according to the following scheme.

AAI

ACo A cCO1~Oj

I. z1
EtJN POCI8

NH HCI NaC .___N

I4 4 CI

I a

At the moment suitable suppliers are being screened and questioned to
allow for an expedient and cost-effective purchase of the required starting
materials.
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,ire used to stereo ipeciticail iIntroduce two h\ droxN groups. rerioering The t\s , :.s-h~ Iro\' UroaN in1 5 ire protectecd a, tie s,
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Lvcoricidine (I)and Iveoricidinol (2). twoconstituents tound in
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acio it tate in 26% vicid. based on intermediate 4.
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1 OH H purification to render intermediate 8. which upon deb-dration
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1-3 .4.

Durine recent in vitro testing of lycoricidine triacetate (3) it Spectral and analytical data confirm the structural assignments
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3 C-NMAR. COSY. and
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46 Presently, lycoricidine triacetate (3) is being screened for its in
vivo antiviral activity, and if proven useful as an antiviral agent.
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(260 mg. I mmol) is added. To this reaction medium is added a solution This study was performed under Contract #DAMD17-8-C-5071. U.S.of phenanthndone derivative 42 (28.8 g, 80 rmol) in t-BuOH (700 mL) Army Medical Research Institute of Infectios Diseases, Fort Detrick,
over a 10 rain period, followed by continued stirring for 48 h. Dc- Frederick. Maryland. Thefindings in this communication are those of the
colorizing carbon is added to the dark solution, and after stirring for 3 h authors and should nor be construed as an official Department of the

, at room temperature the mixture is filtered through a Celite bed. The Army position, unless so designated by other documentation.
resulting pale-yellow solution is evaporated under reduced pressure.
The remaining oil is triturated with EtOH (25 mL), and the resulting
crystalline material is collected by filtration. The solid is supended in
H20 (100 mL). This suspension is stirred for I h, and filtered. The off-
white solid is washed with H20, and air-dried to give trihydroxy Received: 22 November 1986. revised: 25 February 1987
compound 6, yield: 20.0g (63%); m.p. 222-223*C; TLC

, (CHCI,/MeOH 6: 1), RI. 0.60.
C,,HsNO, calc. C 58.01 H 5.89 N 3.56
(393.4) found 58.42 5.96 3.62 (1) Okamoto, T., Torii, Y., Isogai. Y. Chem. Pharm. Bull. 1968, 16,
IR (KBr): v - 3600-3200 (br). 2970, 1665, 1610, 1495, 1460, 1390, 1860.
1355, 1260, 1075, 1035 cm-3 (2) Ohta, S., Kimoto, S. Chem. Pharm. Bull. 1976, 24, 2969.

4 'H-NMR (DMSO-d6/TMS): 6 - 1.4 (br.s, 9H, tetrahydropyan); (3) Ohta, S., Kimoto, S. Chem. Pharm. Bull. 1976, 24, 2977.
3.1-4.5 (mn, 8 H, 5 H.1pb + 3OH); 4.9 (s, I H, H-4a); 6.15 (D, 2H, (4) Initial tests were performed under the direction of Dr. Peter3.-2.5 (z, 8CH 6 ( H, 4. (s, H, H-s); 6. (, IH, Canonico, U.S. Army Medical Research Institute for Infectious
J - 2.5 Hz, -CH,-); 6.8 (s, I H, NH); 7.05 (s, I H, H-10); 7.4 (s, 1 H, Diseases, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD.1-7). (5) VanRheenen, V., Kelly, R.C., Cha, D.Y. Tetrahedron Lett. 1976, 23,

1973.
(6) Browning, E. Toxicity of Industrial Metals, 2nd ed., Appleton-

4aH-v,1H-traas.2H-cis,3H-traas,4H-trans,lObH.traas-l-Hy- Century-Crafts, New York, 1969, pp. 261 -266.
drox.-23,4-tiacetoxy-8,9-metbylenedioxy-l,2,3,4,4a,lOb-bexahydro- (7) Purchased from Aldrich Chemical Co., Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
6( SH)pbeaathridoee (By
A mixture of trihydroxy compound 6 (18.6g, 0.047 mol), pyridine
(200 mL), and acetic anhydride (200 mL) is stirred at room temperature
overnight. Acetic anhydride and pyridine are evaporated under reduced
pressure, followed by evaporation with EtOH to remove traces of
pyridine. The residual material is soaked in EtOH (50 mL) and chilled.
The resulting crystalline material is collected by filtration, washed with
EtOH (5C mL), and air-dried; yield of intermediate 7: 22.0 g; m.p.

,4 275°C.
,' Without further characterization, intermediate 7 is suspended in EtOH

(500 mL), p-toluenesulfonic acid (500 g) is added, and the mixture is
kept at reflux for 2 h. Upon cooling, the crystalline material is filtered, Preparation of Dimethyl (1-Formylakyl)phosphonates via
washed with cold EtOH (2 x 25 mL), and dried in air; yield of 8: 15.0 g Singlet Oxygen Adducts
(73 %), m. p. 303-304'; TLC (CHCI5 /MeOH 6: 1), Rf: 0.75.
C201121 0 , calc. C 55.17 H 4.86 N 3.21 Mitsuji Yamashita,* Hiroyuki Nomoto, Hiroyuki Imoto

4 435.4 found 54.95 4.90 3.13
IR (KBr): v = 3460, 3180, 3070, 2965, 1740, 1670, 1480, 1450, 1360, Department of Applied Chemistry, Faculty of Engineering. Shizuoka
1250, 1215, 1040, 920 cm - 1. University, Hamamatsu 432, Japan
iH-NMR (DMSO-d6 /TMS): 6 - 2.05 (s, 61H, 2 acetyl); 2.15 (s, 3H, I
acetyl); 3.1-5.5 (m, 7 H1-iph); 6.15 (s, 2H, -CH2-); 6.9 (s, I H, NH); The nitro group of dimethyl (1-nitromethylalkyl)phosphonates is
7.35 (s, I H, H-10) 7.9 (s, I H, H-7). conveniently converted into a formyl group by reaction with singlet

oxygen to give dimethyl (1-formylalkyl)phosphonates. (1-Formyl-
butyl)diphenylphosphine oxide is prepared by the same reaction.", Lycoricidine "Th'acetste (4aH-v, IH-s,2,-as,31-ras,4H.ras,

lObH-trmns,2,3,4-Triaeetoxy-8,9-metbyleudioxy-2,3,4,4a-tetrea- The conversion of nitroalkanes into carbonyl compounds is a
hydro-6(SH)-pbleaothridoae] (3): synthetically useful functional group interconversion. The reac-
Intermediate 9 (7.0 g. 18 mmol) is dissolved in pyridin. (70 mL) while tion is usually carried out under strongly acidic,i basic oxida-
stirring, upon cooling of the mixture, thionyl chloride (10 mL) is added rive, 2 

- 8 neutral oxidative,' or neutral reductive con-
over a 20 nn period Stirring is continued overnight while the mixture ditions. '. ° - 

1 Surprisingly, our numerous attempts to effect
is allowed to warm up to room temperature. CHCI2 (500 mL) is added,

4 and the solution is washed with HO (2 x 500 mL), with 10% hydro- *"e analogous conversion of organophosphorus compounds
chloric acid (2 x 250 mL), and H20 (2 x 500 mL). The organic phase is having a P-(2-nitroalkyl) group under various conditions were
dried (NaISO,) and evaporated under reduced pressure to yield a white unsuccessful. However, we then found that oxidation with
solid Upon trituration with MeOH (40 mL), the crystalline material is ozone conveniently converts [1-(nitromethyl)alkyl]diphenyl-
filtered, washed with MeOH (2 x 20 mL) and dried in air. This product phosphine oxides into (1-formylalkyl)diphenylphosphine
is recrystallized from CHCIfMeOH, 1:1 (5OmL) to give 'he pure
product 3. From the mother lquor, a second crop is obtained; total oxides;i however, overoxidation is problematic and does not
yield: 6.0 g (80%); mip. 266-268' (dec.). allow for efficient scale-up.
C3 0H,,NO, calc. C 57.55 H 4.59 N 3.35 Phosphoric esters are widely known to excert a great variety of
4J7.3 found 57.46 4.50 3.36 vital functions. Some phosphonates having a C-P bond, form-
The Ms-, IR-, and UV-spectral data all agree with the reported values.' ally being prepared by replacing the O-atom of a P-O-C linkage
'H-NMR (CDCI/TMS). 6 - 2.09 (s, 3 H, acetyl); 2.1 (s, 3 H, acetyl); of phosphoric esters by the isoelectronic CH2 group, are also
2.15(s, 3H, acetyl); 4.65 (d. 1H,J- 10Hz, H-4a); 5.2-5.4 (m, 3H, H- naturally occuring, and their metabolism has been investi-

, a 2, 1-3, H -)3 , 6.10 (s, 311. H-1,11-12); 7.00 (s, I H, H--10); 7.35 (s, 1, gated." Phosphonic acid derivatives such as (-)-(IR, 2S)-1.2-

' 3C-NMR (CDCI3ITMS): 6 - 21.0 (3C, acetyl), 50.1 (C-4a), 68.2 (C- epoxypropylphosphonic acid (phosphonomycin) and dimethyl
4), 68.6 (C-3), 71.2 (C-2), 102.0 (C-12), 103.4 (C-10), 107.5 (C-7), 117.0 1-hydroxy-2,2,2-trichloroethylphosphonate (Dipterex) are ac-
(C-I), 122.5 (C-10b), 130.3 (C-10a), 134.1 (C-6a), 149.2 (C-9), 151.7 (C- tive substances as antibiotics and pesticides' s.6 and are there-
3), 164.3 (C-6), 169.5 (C-0), 169.7 (C -0), 170.4 (C-0). fore of practical importan.e.
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